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Fourth ingeimationalist Strike Back as Police) FRISCO CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL 
CALLS FOR RELEASE OF MINI 


Raid Homes, Party Printshop, Confiscate 
Issue of ‘Neuwe Fakkel’, Party Organ 


Dutch imperiali m is cracking down on our sister party, the 


Revolutionary Socialst Labor Party of the Netherlands, 


Court pro- 


cedure has been instituted against the party and its organ, De Neuwe 
Fakkel and copies of the February 1 is: ue have been confiscated, The 
printing office of the party has been searched as have the homes of 


officers and some of the active members, 


The R.S.A.P. replied to ths attempt of the Dutch reactionaries, 
supported also by the so-called “Democrats” in the Colyn cabinet, by 
putting its “Emergency Apparatus” into action and promptly getting 
out a special two-page issue of February 1, number 87-A to replace 


the confiscated No, 87. 


At the mast-head of this extra edit‘on of the 


Neuwe Fakkel stands the defiant challenge to the reactionary foe: of 
the working class: “I was, I am and I will be!” 


The immediate occasion for the 
attack of the Netherland Depart- 
ment of Justice on the Neuwe Fak- 
kel was an art cle appearing in the 
January 24 i‘sue and dealing with 
the poverty, starvation and tuber- 
culosis in the East Indian posses- 
sion’ of Dutch imperialism. Like 
every other mperialist government 
the Netherland government is ex- 
tremely nervous about the danger 
of revolt in colonial possession: 
which, as capitalism cracks up, 
must be éxploited ever more ex- 
tremely and brutally. The govern- 
ment 1 accordingly sensitive to 
revelat ons of this extreme exploit- 
ation and repression in the colon- 
ies. Besides, articles of thi: kind 
tend to draw together into alliance 
those two foes of imperial sm, the 
exploited colonial peoples on the 
one hand, and the exploited prole- 
tariat in the home country, on the 
other hand. By no mean, there- 
fore, must information of this kind 
be permitted to see the | ght of 
day. 


The cartoon in the extra edition 
of the Neuwe Fakkel represents a 
caption in which “Freedom of the 
Press Lies Buried.” The decora- 
tion in the margin cons st of re- 
productions of the Dutch equiva- 
lent of the dollar sign. The cap- 
tion of the cartoon quotes ironically 
a well-known Dutch folk song 
which speaks of the people “living 
free and bl the on Holland’s prec- 
ious “oil.” 


Only Shadow of Democracy Left 


The leading editorial states: “Of 
democracy in the Netherlands 
scarcely a shadow remains after 
two and a half years of the Colyn 
government. We have never ex- 
pected anything ele. In a crisis 
the Dutch bourgeoisie has broken 
w th its past, With unseemly haste 
it has come forward with its pro- 
gram which unload the results of 
the capitalist crisis on the shoul- 
derg of the broad masses. The 
bourgeoi ie asks help from the gov- 
ernment’ by way of loans, on the 
one hand, and reduction in unem- 
ployment insurance und other so- 
cial benefits for the masses, on the 
other hand. 

“At the same time the clas 
government also takes political 
precautions. Traditions of free- 
dom and toleration, yes, indeed! 
But everything has its limt“, and 
these limits ane now reached 
vn the bourgeoisie, finding it- 
self in ever deeper perplexity, 
becomes frantic.” 


Bury'ng the Bourgeois Tradition 


The editorial then recall the 
struggle of the Netherlands against 
Spanish oppression in the 17th 
century, the battles against. Napo- 
leon in the beginning of the 19th 
century and other hi‘torical occur- 
rences to whch the liberals of the 
Netherlands have looked back for 
generations with pride, “But the 
song of the battlers for freedom in 
the past who “peetalize on what 
they call national recovery „know 
no greater concern today than the 
complete annihilation of the rights 
and libertes which a rising and 
strong middle chiss once struggled 
to obtain.” 


“Depite the swift attack from 
a nervous imperialist cabinet, the 
Neuwe Fakkel is here! Without 
any loss of time support was ral- 
Fed to our ‘Emergency, Appara- 
tus’ and 6,000 copie: of this spec- 
fal issue run off and their distrib- 
ution begun.” The editorial calls 
for renewed financial support, re- 
newed activity of the party in all 
directions. and for the revolu- 
fionary overthrow of Dutch im- 
perialism. 


Vigilantes 
Prosecute 
Militants 
Leader of Cal. Tar-Feather 


Mob Sues Victims for 
Assault and Battery 


By ERNEST BESIG 

Director, A.C.L.U., N. Cal. Branch 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Feb. 16. 
—Jack Green and Sol Nitzberg, 
Santa Rosa tar and feather victims, 
have been, made defendants in a 
$2,500 damage suit filed in the Su- 
peror Court of Sonoma County, 
charging them with assault and 
battery. The plaintiffs in the case 
include Fred Cairns, alleged lead- 
er of the tar mob, and Harold G. 
Campbell, said to be a res dent of 


Petaluma, Cairns is a defendant in 
two federal court damage suits 
brought by Nitzberg and Green 


which foUowed as an aftermath of 
the tar and feather party on Aug- 
ust 21. Federal Judge Roche re- 
cently denied Cairns’ motion to d $ 
miss Grecn’s snit and a new motion 
to transfer the case to the Sacra- 


mento federal court will shortly 
come on for a hearing. 
The complaint in the present 


sut alleges that Cairns and Camp- 
bell went upon the highways in So- 
noma County oË Angust 21 for the 
“purpose of detecting and appre- 
hending such persous as might in 
Plaintiff's presence be engaged in 
the commiss on of crimes and of- 
fenses against the persons or prop- 
erty of residents and tax payers of 
said County.” It is claimed that 
while they were on (he streets of 
Nanta Rosa, Green and Mizberg 
“did pull, push, jerk, jostle and 
strike Pla ntiffs. threatened to 


(Continued en Page 4) 


| private employment. all 


SAN FRANCISCO.—A resolution 


calling upon the California parole 
board to release Norman Mini and 
his seven fellow prisoners was pas- 
sed unanimously by the Central La 
hor Counce l last week. 


Norman Mini, overworked in the 


jute mill at San Quentin, collapsed 


ou the job last week. Latest re- 
ports indicate that his condition € 
not. critical. 

The eight Sacramento criminal 
syud calism prisoners, 


sentenced | 


from one to fourteen years, come 
up before the parole board on Feb- 
ruary 25th to have their sentences 
set. They have been in jail about 
a year. San Francisco’s Labor 
Council ealled upon the board to 
set the sentences at the minimum. 

The action of the central bedy 
was taken in labor circles here as 
a repud ation of Paul Scharrenberg, 
reactionary seerctary of the state 
federation, who recently attacked 
the National Sacramento Appeal 
Cominittee’s fight for the prisoners. 


Another Enemy of Labor 


Enters Presidential Race 


Landon “Balanced Budget” at Experse of Workers, 
Unemployed and Poor Farmers 


By JAMES EVANS 
An evasive little Kansas politi- 
cian is gett ng a great deal of pub- 
licity nowadays. Whenever one 
picks up capitalist newspaper, 
there is some mention of Governor 
Alf Landon as a president. al pos- 
sibility. Landon is continually com- 
pared to the somewhat lamented 
Cal Coolidge, who was certainly 
anything besides a walking brain- 
storm; but who had the good for- 
tune to serve as chef executive 
while American capitalism was en- 

joying a temporary boom, 
If Landon should be the Repub- 
lican nominee, every attempt will 
be made to capitalize upon popular 


a 


dscontent by bis campaign man- 
agers, Some slegan such as the 


“Back {o normalcy“ cry of 1920, or 


the “Keep Cool with Coolidge” 
motto wil be used to trek the 
eleven million unemployed into 


voting Republican. Tandon himself 
will be portrayed as the grentest 
exeenf ve genius who ever banged 
on empty dinner-pails for votes, 
At the same time, he will be praised 
to the Chamber of Commerce as the 


man who balanced the budget in 
Kansas. 
No Friend of Labor 


This man, Landon, is no friend 
of the workers. l bave lived in 
Kansas, and I know that the main 
accomplishment of the genial Alf 
has been to enlarge the bread-lines, 
When Landon assumed office in 
1983, the wages of all state employ- 
ces were immediately reduced 25 
percent. The dismissal ef an equal 
percentage of these employees re- 
sulted n a stretch-ont system for 
those remaining on the jobs. The 
precedent. created by ihe Governor 
caused a sharp dropin wages and 
over the 


state. 

At a time when the condition of 
Kansas workers and farmers was 
inxufferable, Landon refused to con- 
sider any system of state relief. 
The entire obl gation of feeding the 
hongry was tured over te local 
county adminuistraters, During 1934, 
the 105 coumuties of Kansas appro- 
priated the total of less than two 
million dollars to feed several hund- 
red thousand starving people. Ev- 
idently, Governor Landon gave the 
county officials the wink when he 
passed the buck to them, 

“Balancing the Budget” 


Then came another of the period- 


ie drouths to whch the Middle 
West is subject. Kansas farmers 
watched their cattle drop from 


lack of grass and water. ‘Phe local 
merchants discontinued credit, and 
the bankers swooped down on the 
mortgaged lands tike carrion crows, 
This was no concern of Alf’s with 
several million salted away. Ile 
cont’‘nued to “balance the budget,” 

But in a pinch, one group ef the 
ruling-dass can always be depended 
upon to protect a similar, if oppos- 
ing, group. Federal Relief: Admini- 
strator Harry Hopkins growled in 
Hs buttons, but saw that relief 
money went to Kansas, During the 
crucial period of 1934, $30,000,000 
in relief checks, plus a large amount 
of AAA funds, went. to insure 
“order” in that state. Mr. Hopkins 
had helped Alf balance his budget, 
thus indirectly bettering the latter's 
chances as a pres dential candidate, 

Once can wel imagine what 
would happen to the unemployed of 
the nation if Landon were to become 
president. Phe very slight relief 
benefits, now conferred after fierce 
struggles, would be automatically 
discontinued 


| to swallow 


ickets 
Blockade 
Akron Co. 


Government Compelled 


To Release 30,000 


Following the sformy upsurge of ¢ 
the most dramatie return to self-c 
in the world labor movement in 


Yeas, 


he Spanish masses, which marked 
confident aetivity to be witnessed 
the Agana government Was 


today compelled to sign an amnesty decree which will effect the release 


Threat of Injunction as 
Lines Stay Solid in 
Walkout 


BULLETIN 

AKRON, Ohio, Feb. 21.—Good- 
year Tire plants rema‘ned idle 
here as large mass picket lines 
blockaded ail gates and kept 
scabs at bay. Officials, unable 
te break through the line, in ac- 
tion for four days, have applied 
to the courts for an injunction. 
Sheriff James T. Flower declared 
his readiness to violently smash 
through the lines in case of a 
favorable court decision. 

By JACK WILSON 

AKRON, Ohio Feb. 16—Rubber 
workers at Goodyear threatened to 
strike this week unless the company 
took back seventy-five Plant-2 
workers layed off last week, thus 
bringing the crises throughout the 
tire industry to another open flare- 
up. ` 

Already the company was forced 
its statement that 137 
workers who lead the latest “sit- 
flown” at Plant 2 last Friday were 
permanently fired. 

The plant, whch ordinarily runs 
eu Saturday and Monday, was elos- 
ed down by the company until Tues- 


day, 6 acm. in the hope that the 
workers could be pacified in tie 
meantime, 

Instead, workers flocked to the 


headquarters of the Goodyear local 
of the United Rubber Werkers of 
America, and joined solidly into the 
growing movement to stop lay-offs 
and wage ents once and for all 
throngh a strike. 

Calling the Bosses’ Hand 

The last “sitdown” was joined by 
2.000 firebuilders at Plant-2 and 
drew sympathetic “‘sitdowns” from 
all other departments which have 
another 2,000 men. 

AVhen the company threatened to 
fire the entire thra ghift depart- 
ment, a rabberworker took dhe floor 
in the factory and told the person- 
heh manager, Fred ClHmer, “You've 
been ordering workers around 
for a long time, now it’s our turn.” 

The company announced that the 
137 men on that shift, “ring lend- 
ers” were fired, But when the en- 
tire plant made preparations to 
strike oy Saturday, the compony of- 
fiers culled the company union to- 
gether and “negotiated” n rehiring 
of the men. 

One for All, All for One! 


A union committee meets Monday 
at | P.M. with the management to 
demand the rehiring of the 75 


Us 


15 men, 
If the company refuses, the rubber- 
werkers at a mass rally Monday 
night will vote on shuttine down 
the plant Tuesday morning, 

At a rally Sunday  affernoon, 


over 1,000 workers vo ced their sen- 


liment for strike by cheering speak- 
(Continued on Page 4) 


of some 30,000 class war prisoners. 
The thousands of men aud women 
Spain were victims of the revenge 
heroic uprising of the masses in Octo 
threatened by the ¢clerical-fascist rea 


confined to capital'st dungeons in 
taken by the ruling class for the 
ber 1934 in defense of their r-ghts 
ction, 


The imposing demonstrations whch forced the amnesty are an en- 


couraging indication that the Spanis 


their mil tant sentiments to be wip 


sh Masses are unwilling to allow 
ed out by parliamentary illusions 


disseminated by their leaders following upon the impressive electoral 


victory over the reaction. 


Force State 
Wide WPA 


Wage Rise 


Ohio Pay Increase Laid to 
Action of Jobless 


Organizations 


By ART PREIS 
TOLEDO, Feb, 18--—In an attempt 
to forestall state-wide strike action | 


of the W.P.A. workers of Ohia, | 
Carl Watson, W.P.A. head, today 
announced a 10 percent pay boost 
for all categories of W.P.A. work- 
ers in the state. 

The iucrease is retroactive thru 
February 16. 


Announcement of the pay rise 
came within three days following 
the issuance of a twenty-four coun- 
dy conference call to W.P.A. work- 
ers and the Unemployed Leagues in 
Northwest Ohio to organize a wide- 
spread move to gain the increa<e 
and other concessions, The call 
was issued by the W.P.A. Workers 
Union of Lucas County and the 
Lucas County Unemployed Lengue, 
and the conference will be held 
February 23 n Toledo. 


Pressure from all over the state 
project and unemployed organ- 
izations forced through ihe in- 
erease, A eonference of the Ohio 
Workers Allinnee in Columbus hist 
Saturday, with a reported repres- 
entation from twenty-one counties 
agreed to take a strike poll if th: 
pay boost was not immed ately ef- 
fected. ` The combined 


by 


activities 
and threat of action on the part of 
the Unemployed League, Workers 
Alliance and W. P. A. unions 
throughautl tre state is acknowled:z-. 
el by the W.P.A. administration 
and dqa ly press to have won thej 
inerense. 


The Blade Concedes Victory 


The Toledo Blade stated today. 
“The announcement of the pay 
raise, it is expected, may avert : 
strike of W.P.A, common abor 
threats of which have been heard 
not only here but thronghout the 
state. The Workers Alliance and 


üditor's Noté: The following 
letter was sent by L. D. Trotsky 
to Olay Scheflo, connected with 
the newspaper “Soerlandet,” one 
of the organs of the Norwegian 
Labor Party, now being violently 
attacked by the Norwegian Stal- 
inists for daring to defend Trot- 
Sky dga nst the slander cam- 
paign of Stalin-Yageda. The 
contents are self-explanatory. 

E E E 

80, 1936 
“Arbèid- 
Stalinist 
dispatch 


January 

The local Stal nist paper 
eren”--central organ of 
CP. has just published a 
thal ‘Trotsky waging a war 
against the Soviet Union, in am 
alliance with Hearst, the Amer can 
newspaper magnate, a world famous 
thug and ally of Wither, According 
to this dispateh, 1 published a series 
of articles in the Hearst press under 
my awh name. One day before the 
“Arbeideren” published th s sensa- 
tion, I received a cable from New 
York, from my friends there, deal- 
ine with the fraud perpetrated by 
Hearst. F sent immediately the 


ix 


| following cable to Cannon in N,Y.: 


PUBLICATION OF TAROV AR- 
TICLE BY HEARST COMMON 
PRESS GANGSTERISM STOP 
BUT IMPUDENCK OF HEARST 


THE STALIN FRAME -UP 


STATEMENT TO ASSOCIATED 
PRESS UNDERSIGNED 


At the sume tme T gave a state- 
went to the A.P. 

Tt is most highly interesting that 
the small “Arbeidegen” was immedi- 
alely apprised by cable from N.Y. 
abont my alleged articles, i. e, the 
fraud perpetrated by Hearst, It is 
self-evident’ that the other papers 
af the Com ntern were even more 
dinply instructed on this matter, so 
tiat they conid do their best or 
worst. 'Fhis shows tbat involved 
here is net oniy Teers(4s press 
trust, but another and much more 
important “trusi”. 

To make my thoughts clear to 
you, | will cile another instance: 
On July 20, 1931 a Polish nowspa- 
per “Kuryer Codzienny“ vave a 
prom nent display to a leading ar- 
ticle allegedly signed by me. his 
article was a forgery concocted 
from a few small quotations from 
jan article of mine combined with 
reveral of the erudesf inventions 
and suppements by the forger. 

The Moscow Pravda immed ately 


published an enormous = facsimile 
reproduction of this article under 
the heading: “Pilsudskis New 


Aid”, At the same time th's article 
was printed somewhere in “New 


MILL AT WORK 


(Continued from Page 3) 


brief note to Pravda demanding a 
retraction of Its own report, in or- 


der pot to dupe the Russian work-' 


ers and peasants. In apy ease, n 
the Bulletin of Russian Oppositien 
(of which I am the editor) and in 
many other papers, L not oly dis- 
proved this matter bui also proved 
that the “Kuryer Codzienny” ob- 
tained the forgery (hrough an agent 
of the GPU UPON ORDERS FROM 
MOSCOW, in order thus to obtain 
sensational material for a campaign 
of slander, 

Matters are nof mueh different 
today. Phe revelations of Tarov 
and Ciliga are highly) embarassing 
to the talinists. for they involve 
nol theoreticar or political diseus- 
sions but hard and irrefutable facts. 
Phese tacts come all the less pro- 
pitiously to the Stalinists because 
B the course of the recent months 


ACCORDING TO THE DATA IN 
THI MOSCOW PRESS not less 


than 10,000 (in reality many more) 
Bolshevik-Leninists have been ex- 
peled from the party—i. e, natur- 
ally, placed under artesi, and sent 
fo concentration camps, exile ete. 

Are we perhaps dealing here with 
the cnem'es of the Soviet Union? 
You may rest assured that in the 
hour of greatest danger when 99 


NO EXCUSE ROR CRIMES OF | York City" by an ateh-renetionary | per cent of the so-called “Friends 


STALIN CLIQUE STOP GAVE 


pewspayper, Thee pon | 


half of the Soviet bursaneraey will 


betray the October Revolut on, 


these men who were arrested will 
be Their 
“erime” prec sely kay in their de- 
sire to save the October revolution 
from infamy aud degeneration, 
namely, Chey were against the social 
inequality thar ws growmg sky high, 
aga nst the intolerable pressure ou 
the workers, against the introduc- 
lion of ranks into the Red Army 
headed by the Marshals, ete. 


its truest defenders. 


To parry these unpleasant revel- 
ations Moscow must find some 
Ineans of diversion, for they are 
uot in position to operate with facts 
and politici arguments. They tried 
to implicate me in the Kirov alfate; 
They failed, because the terroristie 
act ol Nikolaiey, directed) by the 
G.PLUL took a very serous turn, 
The bullet was fired before Yagoda 


and Medved could place under ar- 
rest Ihe organizat n they them- 
selves eónlrołed. Then they tried 
tbe matler of ihe Zoller posteard. 
Again, without much success, Front 
now on they intend to let it be 
known: that whoever speaks,about 
the abominable crimes of the Mos- 
cow bureaucracy is a brother-in- 
arms of LIither. If is self under- 
stood that the world reseton will 


Even when the mild Maxton casts 
a sharp the 
Party in Parliament, the Diehards 
applaud  ironieally, Are these 
grounds for Maxton to keep quiet} 

In order that reaction he nable 
to make use of the villainies of 
the Stalin clique, the villa nie i 
must cease and not the revela- 
tions, 


word against Litho: 


I do not know whether 
lifted certain of my articles. direct 
ly from the Russian Buletin or 
whether his “assishint’ who may 
well be an “assistant” of the G.P. 
U. at the same time) has concocted 
some sort of a series of articles: for 
him, The gist of the matier is 
hardly altered thereby. I will try 
to prosecute Hearst for fraud or til 


Hearst |, 


Nearly two years of reactionary 
failed to quench 
the revolutionary spirit of the 
Spanish workers and peasants. 
Last Sunday’s general elections, the 
first opportunity the masses have 
had to register their irreconcilable 
oppos tion to capitalism, resulted 
in an overwhelming vote for a new 
social order, While the bourgeois: 
reformist character of the progranr 
of the “Peoples Front?” for which 
the votes were east is an anniht- 
lat ng commentary on the leaders 
of the workers’ parties who signed 
it, the significance of the election 
to the masses was expressed by 
their coming out on the streets to 
take the first fruits of their v ctory 
by freeing all pol tical prisoners. 


repress on have 


The resemblance of the present 
situation to that of 1931 is obvious. 
Then, too, a coalition of bourgeois 
republicans and Socialists formally 
held power, One present difference 
is that, by entering a coalitien for 
the elections, the bourgeois repub- 
licans gained for themselves the 
lion's share in parliamentary rep- 
resentation. In 1981 the hourgeois 
republicans had a comparatively 
small number of doputies; the So- 


dalists were the largest single 
force in parliament. The present 


agreement far the election gave the 
Republican Left of Azam and the 
Republican Union of Martinez- 
Barrios a majority of the deput os. 
On the first returns the bourgeois 
Republicans had 110 deputies, the 
Socialists, 8! Thus the workers’ 
parties voluntarily subordinated 
themselves to their bourgeois al- 
les, whe represent an insignifienur 
section of the Spabish population, 
The resurgence of the Spinisi 
proletariat has drawn into politicni 


life for the first (ime the masses 
of the Syndiealist and anarch st 


workers and peasants, who on prin 
ciple abstained n all previous e'er- 
tions. "Phe women also came out in 
unprecedented numbers. The tem- 
per of fhe masses is indicated by 
the act that during the election 
campaign Larga Caballero had to 
assure his andiences that the coal - 
tion with the bourgeoisie was mere 
ly a “tactical expedient” and that 
the election woud be merely a step- 
ping stone to a Soviet Spain. How- 
eber, reports from Span indiene 
that tbe Socialists are plaming to 
sirpport their bourgeois allies in 
the new enbinet, In any event Cab- 
alero will have to repudiate the 
“Peoples, From” electoral program 
before the Sociatist leadership eui 
take the, road of struggle. 


While the capitalist press carries 
alarmist reports from Spain that 
capitalists nnd aristocrats are tee 
ing the country. the Xpan sh eapi 
talist press elitorials, as repone i 
bere in the Spanish-American press. 
hudiente little fear of anything mor 
than a parliamentary overturn. 
Even the organ of dhe Cathole 
leader, Gil Rebles, confines itsel to 
a demand that the present cabinet 
remain iw office until the Mareh f 
rine of closely contested sens x. 
On Wednesday the labor and lel 
repub ean press had nol yet con 
menteg on the cleetions, although 
by that date il was definitely asecr- 
fined. that (he “Peoples Pront” had 
v elear majority, 


The only direct ves issued by tre 


Workers’ parties were exhortations 
to their followers not to create dis- 
order! When the workers in mev 
eilies f 
victory iminedtatlely into action ©- 
releasing dhe 30,000 political | 
oners rotting in the ‘dungeons, vev. 


attempted io transtate! ths 


erary theft. But this wI} not alter |2-eleeted Communist and Repu» i 


malters. Hearst's craseality is nol 
a omitigating eciretmstanee for the 
crimes of the Moseaw Botiupartists 


Since the “Arbeideren” also}? 


makes mention of you personally in| flon ag a 
its newest exposure, I am supply. | This is correct enough. 


ing you wth this taformation whieh |: 
is completely at your disposal, You |i 
ean make any use of it yon may]: 
deem necessary. } 


` 


At the same dime Fo am sending a 


ean deputies” went 
to urge the masses do disperse. 


into the stren. 


Stalinist publicists here curt 
tbroad spoke of the Spanish situa 
“revolutionary 
Bui 
in estimate calls for decisive meb- 
tization of the proletarat fors vev- 
Hutionary offens ve, instond cf the 
melinmentiry  eretinism of the 
‘Peoples Front”, Towever. tre 


erisa 


[sinele 


copy of t's note with the self-same | Pily Worker enble from Mosery 


nim to tbe foreign editor of 


sert alof the Sa" and perhaps a goodly ‘try lo put to use every revelation, | “A rboiderbindet” 


the Of February 18 shows that the No- 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Left Wing Group Gains in |Social Patriotism Routed in Debate 


Phila Needle Trades Union Between Yy 


Stalinists and Lovestoneites Support Administration; 
Sabotage United Front 


PHILADELPHIA.—Local Phila., 
ILGWTU passed thru one of the most 
exc.ting elections ever held in its 
history. This election, an emerg- 
ency election granted by the G.E.B. 
in order to eliminate, if possible, a 
bitter factional fight between two 

` office - seeking elements, which 
threatened the very existence of the 
organization. 


The conditions of the workers in 
the shops, as a result, were going 
from bad to worse, All sorts of 
union violations were taking place. 
Wage cuts, lengthening of hours, 
discrimination against active and 
militant workers was a daily oc- 
currence, but the officials were too 
busy establishing their power in the 
office to do anything, 

The Stalinist “Rank and File 
Committee” together with the Love- 
stone “Progressives,” were support- 
ing the administration against the 
remnants of the old Reisberg re- 
Sime, who sought to regain control 
of the union by assuming the role 
of fighters for better conditions for 
the workers in the industry. 

Although, when Reisberg was 


manager, he fought bitterly against 
groups, his followers imitated the 
left wing and organized themselves 
into a committee, held meetings 
‘outside of the union, and instructed 
their members to carry out their 
policy. Hence, their members, who 
were in the majortity in the cotton 
Local Executive controlling also the 
delegation, to the Joint Board, kept 
up a continuous struggle against 
the other faction which dominated 
the majority of the Joint Board. 
In spite of the fact that the Cotton 
Local is the largest local, it is a 
minority on the Joint Board, since 
representation on that body is not 
on a proportional basis. The fight 
in the Joint Board finally reached 
a point where the cotton delegation 
walked out of its meeting and the 
other faction took advantage of the 
situation to. expel them. 
A Disgraceful Squabble 

The Reisberg group immediately 
got to work in the cotton Executive 
and sent a committee to the G.E.B. 
which was to meet in Cleveland. 
A few days later a membership 
meeting of the cotten local was 
broken up and ‘police were called 
in.. The Stalinists and Progressives 
added to the general disorder, by 
lining up with the manager, who re- 
fused to permit the chairlady (a 
Reisberg follower) to open or con- 
duct the meeting, 

The general membership. ignorant 
of the squabble, did not participate 
in this disgraceful performance, 
many left in disgust, 

Meanwhile, a new group has 
spring up. They called themselves 
the “Militants.” Although many of 
the members are not only new to 
the movement, but to unionism, the 
group already shows promise of a 
future genuine left wing. 

“Militants” Issue Leaflet 


A leaflet was issued by the group 
exposing both factions, that were 
bringing ruin and demoralization 
into the union, calling on the work- 
ers to get rid of these cliques, by 
demanding new general elections on 
a more proportional basis, The 
leaflet aroused great interest. Si- 
multaneously, the “rank and file” 
committee handed out a circular, a 
rather. ambiguous affair, in which 
they further showed their line-up 
with the administration by asking 
for the election of a new cotton 
delegation to the Joint Board as 
the only solution. 

However, because of the interest 
aroused among the workers in the 
shops, the “Militants” were urged 
to get together with other progress- 
ive elements on the basis of their 
leaflet. 

A conference was called in which 
the “Militants” and the “rank and 
file’ Committee particifated. The 
Progressives were invited but did 
not show up. 

The “Militants” proposed a united 
front to demand general elections, 
as a means of ridding the union of 
the two right wing and reactionary 
factions and to establish a real pro- 
gressive leadership and policy in 
the union. 

“Impractical” .. 

The “Rank and File” delegation 
replied that it was impractical to 
make such demands, since the con- 
stitution provides for elections every 
two years; the administration had 
only been in office one year and 
they were not ready to agree that it 
should be kicked out, They were 
the lesser evil, in spite of wage cuts, 
ete. Get rid of the main evil, the 
Reisberg faction, by electing a new 
joint board delegation, Besides, a 
genetal election would certainly not 
be granted by the rational office. 
No agreement was reached and the 
conference was disbanded. 

A few days later a telegram was 
received, granting new general elec- 
tions. A committee apponted by 
the Cleveland G.E.B. to investigate 
the critical Phila. situation found 
that an emergency existed in the 
union and since the constitution 
provides for such cases, special elec- 
tions were granted, 

Although the majority of the 
joint beard offered some resistance, 
the election machinery was mme- 
diately set into. motion by the G.E. 


B. committee who were here to su- 
pervise the proceedings. Everything 
was put through very quickly el- 
iminating the time periods set by 
the constitution. 

New Conference, New Attack 

Some of the members of the ‘‘Mili- 
tant Group” still under the illusion 
that somehow the Stalinists and 
“Progressives” were sincere, urged 
the group to make another attempt 
at united front. This was done and 
this time they were invited to a 
“conference” initiated by the “Rank 
and File” Committee. At this meet- 
ing the “Militants” discovered that 
the Stalinists and Lovestoneites had 
combined, All former enmities were 
forgotten, no more differences be- 
tween them. They had indeed com- 
bined not against the right wing 
and its disastrous policies, but 
against the “Militants.” 

No sooner was the meeting open- 
ed than the “Militants” were put 
on trial. They were asked why they 
had formed a separate group. The 
delegation was fully aware of the 
reason for this question. Already 
branded as “Trotskyites” every- 
where especially by the Stalinists 
and if they did not state this openly 
the “Militants” were well aware of 
the meaning of this. question. They 
therefore refused to be provoked 
into a discussion insisting that the 
question before the body was the 
coming elections, that time was 
pressing, that a united front must 
be set up in order to defeat the 
right wing. Thereupon an attack 
wa launched upon the leadership 
of the “Militants” in order to drive 
a wedge between the new members 
and those who had helped organize 
the group. 

This attack which consisted of 
the typical lies and slanders of the 
Stalinists and their Lovestoneite 
henchmen had the opposite effect 


from the one intended. These new |’ 


members left with the feeling that 
these people no ‘longer represent a 
healthy left wing policy in the union 
and a new left wing movement must 
be built, 

The Stalinist Line-up 


The following night, at a mem-|-- - 
bership meeting of the cotton local, |- : - 


with great ballyhoo, the Stalinists 
lected a majority on the “Hlec- 


tions-Objections” committee and for |- 


a time it looked as if they would 
sweep the elections. A tremendous 
campaign ensued. In the few days 
before the elections, slates were 
handed out and the line-up of the 
groups was exposed to everyone. 

The Stalinists and the Lovestone- 
ites were definitely lined up with 
the faction in control of the office, 
which in many respects is more 
reictionary than the Reisberg 
group. The cutters local issued 
their slate bearing the very intcr- 
esting tithe “Vote for the People’s 
Candidate,” 

On the day of the elections the 
whole C.P’. machinery was mobiliz- 
ed behind their candidates. Workers 
were told not. to vote for the “Mili- 
tants,” But the results of the elec- 
tions brought out some very inter- 
esting figures. 

“Militants” Gain 


In spite of lack of forces to do 
the necessary work and other ob- 
stacles, such as the newness of the 
group, the “Militants,” running in 
dependently, received one-third of 
the vote, electing two members to 
the executive of the cotton local 
where they hold the balance of 
power. The elections further dem- 
onstratd the correctness of the an- 
alys g of the “Militants” in their 
offer for a united front. 

The “Rank and File” and “Pro- 
gressives” with all their work and 
deals with the office faction, just 
managed to squeeze through some 
of their candidates, including the 
business agent of the Cotton local. 
But they constitute a minority in 
the Cotton Executive since the 
Reisberg group was able to elect 
all their candidates, the Executive 
consisting of nine Reisberg support- 
ers, two “Militants” and eight Stal- 
inists and their followers. 

The former administration was 
reelected, of course, with the help 
of the “Rank and File” and their’ 
followers and are therefore strong- 
er than ever. ‘The situation re- 
mains as before. Already the Stal- 
inists are talking of liquidating 
groups. 

A genuine left wing must be 
built in the needle trades and the 
“Militant” group has taken the first 
step in this direction. 
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Jour report. 
| branches have mot yet succeeded in 


Shamefaced, apologetic, ever on 
the defensive, recognizing the un- 
popularity of its position before an 
audience of revolutionary youth, 
Stalinism clutched at a wordy veil 
to hide its social patriotic ugliness 
at the debate on war held in St. 
Nicholas Palace on February 14th. 


Its representative, Gil Green, 
National Secretary of the Young 
Communist League, had the oneroug 
task of defending pacifism, re- 
formism, and chauvism against a 
champion of revolutionary policies 
in the struggle against war, Gus 
Tyler, spokesman for the Young 
Peeples Socialist League. What an 
ironic twist of history! How 
strange to see the organization 
emerging from the split of 1919 
speaking in the tones of Kautsky 
and the spirit of Noske and Scheide- 
mann! How gratifying to see an 
organization still formally tied to 
the Second International proudly 
raising the banner of Liebknecht 
and Lenin! 

Second Edition Social Patriots 


Listening to Green as he read 
a prepared speech, utterly lack.ng 
in fire or forcefulness, the writer 
could hardly escape the impression 
that no one was more unconvinced 
than the speaker himself. We say 
this not-out of generosity or com- 
miseration with Gil Green—for 
revolut onists there can only be 
wa agrainst those who use the 
words of Lenin and Marx to mo- 
bilize the masses for imperialist 
war on the side of finance-capital. 


What is intcresting for us ig that 


the sovial-patriots of the second 
edition lack even that modicum of 
sincerity and conviction displayed 
by their infamous forebears of 
1914. They, at least, thought that 
in defending the capitalist father- 
land they were defending the so- 
cial st institutions, the trade un- 
ions, the party, the cooperatives, 
Their contemporary prototypes 
know that they are defending only 
. Stalin. What an inglorious 
end of Lenin’s Comintern! 

Tyler. job was therefore an easy 
one and as he lashed at Stalinism 
wth the whip of revolutionary 
Marxism, Green could, only whine 
and plead: “Don't be impractical 
and fatalistic .: . and passive 
please let’: unite.” He only 
neglected to add his main concern: 
“They are watching me in Moscow. 
.’ Unite the defenders of sanc- 
tions with the opponents of sanc- 
tions, the defenders of the capital- 
ist fatherland with the interna- 
tionalists, the spokesmen of class 
peace and coaliton governments 
with the parti‘ans of civil war 
with the revolutionary overthrow 
of the bourgeoisie, the lion with 
the lamb, the fire with the water! 


The debate begins, Wound up, 
the phonograph Green lides from 
contradiction to contradiction. The 
record might be called: The Dance 
of the Confused Social- Patriots. 
The tune starts in a low key, for 
its first notes are the only true ones 
and it hate to have them heard: 
Capitalism is the cause of war, 
only its abolition will also end 
war. ` But immediately the key is 
changed: “Yes, war can be stopped, 


united action of the toilers can 
stop war.” How? By revolution, 
by overthrowing the system that 
breed: war? No, “that is the pas- 
sive, negative attitude of the Yip- 
sels which flows from a fatalistic 
attitude, We need a practical at- 
titude, one which utilizes every 
means for peace.” 

What are these means? The 
class struggle pursued to its goal, 
class war which will strike a death 
blow at imperialist war? Hardly. 


Pacifist methods and a pacifist 


program: “Against the R.0.T.C., 
withdraw U.S. troops from China, 
abolish the Monroe Doctrine, for 
disarmament, for the prohibition 
of subsidies to arms manufacturers, 
against gag-laws, for the popular- 
ization of the achievements of the 
Soviet Union and the rallying of 
the toilers for its defense.” A good 
program with everything but the 
class struggle in it, choked with il- 
lus‘ons, caleulated to promote war 
in the shortest possible time. 

In Case of an Alliance ... 

The pacifist twaddle off his chest, 
Green got down to “cases,” All 
talk about a possible military al- 
liance between the Soviet Union 
and the imperiali:t U. S.—musie of 
the future, “incredible,” but sup- 
pose the “incredible” does happen, 
what will be the policy of Stalin- 
ism then? Listen to Green: “In 
such a war our primary aim is to 
insure the victory of the Soviet 
Union ... and thi defense of the 
Sov.et Union demands more than 
merely turning the imperialist war 
into a civil war.” Implicit in this 
remark is the support of the cap- 
italist government of this country 
in the event of such a war. What 
ele can it mean, especially when 
Green took pains to characterize 
the war of 1914-1918 as an imperi- 
alist conflict, and the approaching 
one as a struggle between imperial- 
ism and socialism, What elve can 
it-mean when Green pointed out 
that the principal means of strug- 
gle in such a war would be—not 
“str kes or revolution beeauce it is 
impossible to answer war with a 
strike or revolution”’—but the “ex- 
posure of the predatory aims of 
U. S. imperiali m.”. 


Realizing that he was approach- 
‘ng the danger zone, Green began 
to shift the issue; An impassioned 
defense of military alliances fol- 
low’, even Lenin is quoted. Not 
whether the working: class should 
support its own bourgeo sie if al- 
lied with the Soviet Union, but 
whether the Soviet Union can util- 
ize imperialist contradictions, this 
was how Green distorted the issue. 
And his quotation from Lenin: the 


-letter to the American workers 


where the latter defends his utili- 
zation of the military assistance of 
the French officer, de Lubersac. Of 
course, he overlooked the other 
quotations from Lenin, in which he 
mercilessly flayed the traitors for 
supporting the capitalist fatherland 
on the pretext that the Soviet Un- 
ion was in danger, 
Tyler’s Speech 

In comparison with thig ramb- 
ling, dodg ng, and hurdle-jumping, 
Tyler’s speech wag easy to follow: 


THE MANAGER’S CORNER 


One of our ‘ubscribers, who signs 
himself “Anti-Fascist”, wrote to us 
the other day as follows: 

“Rnelosed find the renewal of 

my subscription to the New Mili- 
tant, I’m sorry I havn't been 
able to renew it sooner, but the 
Daily Worker's “left” indorse- 
ment of Hearst's latest raid on 
the working class press, impelled 
me, as a left wing Socialist, and 
one, therefore,’ anxious to defend 
whatever proletarian liberties re- 
main to borrow the money 
post-haste, in order to contribute 
at least that dit on one front, 
against this combined attack. on 
the organized working elass.” 

No comment is requ red on a 
letter of this character; it ‘peaks 
for itself. It is a fine example 
worthy of emulation. That. we 
have a number of comrades who 
are eager to support our press and 
to work actively for its exten“ion 
is. verified also by the partic pation 
in our, subscription drive. We have 
now almost reached the 500 mark, 
But, as we have said before, we 
are till a good distance from our 
goal, 

Two of our party branches, 
branch 8 in New York City and 
the Salt Lake Cty branch, have 
reached their quota of new sub- 
scriptions. Branch 1, New York 
City, hag turned in not less than 
81 new sub criptions, coming very 
near toward reaching its quota of 
90. The branches in Philadelphia, 
Los Angeles and Austin, Minn., are 
similarly reaching near toward 


their quota. 


This iv all very encouraging; but 
there is also a negative side to 
For example, some 


obtaining a single new “ubscrip- 
tion. In this respect Allentown 
heads the list and what is worse, 
thig is a branch with very good 
mass contacts and consequently 
with very good possibilitie to ob- 
tain new subscriptions. Other 
branches which have very good 
contacts and very good possibili- 


ties not at all utilized, or at least 
not sufficiently utilized are the 
Pittsburgh, Detroit and Toledo 
branches. Their returns in the 
drive for new sub‘crfptions are 
still entirely too low to appear 
very encouraging. 

The standing in the subscription. 
campaign to date is as follow : 


City Quota. Turned in 
Akron, Ohio........ 20 9 
Albert Lea, Minn,... 10 — 
Allentown, Pa....... 30 — 
Austin, Minn....... 10 8 
| Berkeley, Cal. ...... 10 5 
Boston, Mass. ...... 25 7 
Charleston, W. Va... 5 — 
Chicago, Pl........ 50 18 
Cleveland, Ohio 25 9 
Columbus, Ohio..... 10 — 
Detroit, Mich....... 25. 2 
Dickson City, Pa.... 5 — 
Fargo, N. Dakota... 10 — 
High Point, N. C... 5 — 
Kansas City, Mo.... 10 2 
Los Angeles, Cal..... 25 15 
Minneapol s, Minn... 75 17 
Mount Carmel, Pa... 5 -— 
Newark, N. J....... 20 4 
New Castle, Pa...... 10 — 
New Haven, Conn... 10 2 
New York City..... 400 306 
(Branch 1 90 81) 
{Branch 2 40 11) 
(Branch 3 75 41) 
(Branch 4 30 13) 
(Branch 5 20 15) 
(Branch 6 15 11) 
(Branch 7 15 8) 
‘(Branch 8 10 12) 
(District 100 119) 
Philadelphia, Pa.... 20 14 
| Pittsburgh, Pa...... 25 1 
Plentywood, Mont... 10 — 
St. Louis, Mo....... 10 1 
Salt Lake City...... 10 10 
San Francisco, Cal.. 20 2 
San Diego, C@l...... 10 4 
Springleld, Ill. ..... -5 — 
Toledo, Ohio........ 25 2 
Utica, N. W.......5. 5 — 
Washington, D. C... 10 3 
Youngstown, Ohio... 10 1 
Cities not listed.... 45 44 
Total ..........: 1,000 486 


CL-YPSL on War Question 


in the basic i'sues of ‘the debate 
hig position was clear and unam- 
Higuous. It was as it should be 
when revolutionary policy con- 
fronts social-patriotism. First, the 
great lesson of 1914, of which he 
said, in truth, that the C.I. had 
forgotten, or rather was repeating 
its worst mistake. In that war 
he declared the social democracy 
had betrayed, by supporting the 
fatherland under the guise that 
this fatherland was protecting the 
interests of a “small nation.” He 
pointed to the British socialists 
supporting their government be- 
cause of Belgium, the Russian so- 
cialists because of Serbia. Now 
the C.I. had appropriated this pol- 
icy by substituting the name of 
the Soviet Union. How shall war 
be answered once begun: by class 


struggle action leading up to 
strikes and revolutionary civil 
war, 


“What will the Communists be 
doing?” he asked. They will be 
for the war if the Soviet Union is 


‘involved, And in the interests of 


this policy they will be compelled. 
to break the strikes carried on by 
revolutionicts since these will im- 
pede a successful outcome to the 
war. The logic of the Stalinist 
position will lead them to vote for 
‘a war with Japan, to vote for the 
military budget and they will be- 
come Jingo No. 1. 

An the Soviet Union Here 
Tyler made a telling point. In 
1918 the American Soc alist Alger- 
non Lee had voted for a liberty 
loan in the New York Board of 
Aldermen on the grounds that a 
revolutionary regime had been es- 
tablivhed in Russia and since both 
America and Russia were at war 
with Germany it was necessary to 
hupport this measure in the inter- 
ests of Rusia. This drew a severe 
rebuke from the S. P. But, would- 
n’t Green favor such an action as 
Lee’s, wouldn’t he be opposed to 
the censure? 

He continued, laying bare — the 
fake of a war of democracy versu: 
Fascism. In case of war, the “dem- 
ocratie’ nations would turn Fas- 
est, or at least all civil liberties 
would be ‘wppressed ag the ex- 
perience of the last war showed. 
A quotation from Marty, a leader 
of the French C.P. was read which 
clearly established this dictatorial 
tendency on the part of “democra- 
tic” capitalist governments. “Any- 
body,” Tyler concluded the points 
“who raise: the question of a war 
between a democratic France and 
a Fascist Germany is either a 
faker or a fool.” 

Wars for national liberation are 
another alibi that the Stalinists 
use to explain their treacherous 
policy. Tyler correctly countered 
with Lenin’s position, that no cap 
ital‘st nation in the present epoch 
can conduct a progressive war, 
that the characterization of the 
central European nations as op 
pressed nationalities and Germany 
as the imperlalist aggressor would 
lead the C.I. to support of the cap- 
italist g>vernments of Czechoslo- 
vakia, Austria, Bulgaria, Rumania, 
Latvia, ete., etc., ete, 

“Beacon or Burden” 

Finally the issue that proved to 
be the high point of the debate. 
In his first presentation Green had 
demagog cally played on the pro- 
Soviet tendencies of the audience 
by asking Tyler whether he con- 
sidered the Soviet Union a beacon 
to the international working class 
or a burden, Tyler properly jeered 
this Stalinist artifice to turn the 
debate off its proper tracks and 
put him on the spot. But, in all 
truth, it must be said that Tyler’s 
answer wag only partially correct. 
He asked whether the A. F. of L, 
the craft unions and the German 
social democracy, respectively were 
beacons or burdens. How was it 
poss"ble to pose the question that 
way? What Tyler failed to say 
was that the Stalinist bureaucracy 
must be differentiated from the 
Soviet Union as such just as the 
trade union bureaucracy must be 
from the trade unions; that the 
Stalinist bureaucracy is more than 
a burden, it is a brake, a reac- 
tionary influence on the interna- 
tional working class and upon the 
Soviet Union; that the Sov et state 
must be distinguished from its bu- 
reaucratic incubus, This was im- 
plic t in all hig foregoing criticisms 
and attacks on the policy of the 
C.I., but he taflea to make- the 
point ag crystal clear as it should 
be. 

All of the major arguments of 
Tyler had been put in the form. of 
questions to Green, who in turn 


{danced around them in each of 


his two rebuttals. But twice as 
he rose to speak shouts of “answer 
the quest ons” came irom many 
parts of the hall. His mealy- 
mouthed replies, his maudlin ap- 
peal to sentiment about the “com- 
munists in jail,” his abuse of Len- 
in’s ideas for .social-patriotic pur- 
poses were properly nailed by 
Tyler, In the latter's one rejoinder 
in the debate his hammering on 
the questions was so strong: that 
Green was forced to admit that in 
case of a Soviet-American all‘ance 
in a war with Japan the Stalinists 
had- a “two-fold aim,” neither of 
which would be to overthrow the 
American rgecisie. And the an- 
awers to questions: “Time alone | 
will prove who is correct... .” 


SATURDAY, 


FEBRUARY | 


“Our Line’s Been 
| Changed Again” 


The Daily Worker has taken its 
cue, Hathaway is making up for 
lost time—his job as editor of the 
Daily ig at stake. So all the 
scribes are mobilized for a daily 
fire against the Left Socialists 
and the “Trotskyists.” Orders are 
orders—and they are to be found 
in the current issue of the Com- 
munist International (January 
1986). 

Kuusinen’g report to the presid- 
ium of the Executive Committee of 
the Comintern, “No Grounds for 
Self-Satisfaction,” is a criticism of 
the mistakes and shortcomings in 
the application of the Seventh 
Congress line on the united front. 

“In the past years, many Com- 
munists replaced business-like 

(!) criticism of Social-Democra- 
ey with mere denunciation. Now 
it happens that the necessary 
serious business-like criticism is 
replaced by silence.” 

Even worse than silence is the 
charge against the Daily Worker. 
Kuusinen cites the Daily’ praise 
of Otto Bauer as a leader for 
working class unity; its suggestion 


that the American S. P. follow the 
road of Bauer and the progres ‘ive 


forces among the Socialists includ- 
ing the Russ.an Mensheviks. 


The Daily “gave way .. . to op- 
portunist ‘backsliding’ , which has 
nothing ih. common with the recom- 
mendations of the Seventh Con- 
gress on differentiated tact es” 
when it made a hero out of Jobn 
L. Lewis. 


The critic further informs the 
readers that the “Trotskyite daa- 
ger” demands “constant vigilance 
and activity. This is especially 
true for Denmark, the Scandinav- 
ian countries in general, in Holland 

. and it is necessary in other 
countries to react more actively 
than hitherto to Trot:kyite slan- 
der, for such slander, though is- 
sued at first by Trotskyites them- 
selves, is frequently spread by all 
kinds of ‘Left’ Social-Democrats 
and, Socialists.” For example, adds 
Kuusinen, Otto Bauer repeats the 
“-landet”. of Boris - Souvarine 
against Stalin. Th's speech iis the 
source for the new campaigns. 


Hathaway Made the Scape Goat 


Kuusinen’ criticism of the Daily 
Worker is elaborated upon by 
“R.” in a review of the Octoher is- 
sues of the paper. ‘The rovew 
siates that “the (Socialist) Call ix 
rarely criticized” and then r2ypeats 
Kuu‘inen’s crit cisms on Bauer, 
etc. 

However, the chief aim of the 
review is to establish that the line 
of the Daily on the Lewig move- 
ment—criticized by Kuusinen—was 
not the line of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist party. In a 
word, Hathaway’s line wai in con- 
flict with that of Browder and 
Foster! 

The reviewer quotes Browder 
and Foster on the Lewis movement 
and adds: “But this polcy as 
stated by Comrades Foster and 
Browder was not carried out by 
the Daily Worker.” 

Simple! Not quite! The Daily 
articles under attack were in the 
October issues (the last article 
cited is of October 26). Foster: 
and Browder’s “line” was presented 
one month later (printed in the 
Daily, Nev, 28 and 29-respectively). 


No evidence is given to show that 
there wa a conflict between the 
Daily line and the Central Com- 
mitte in October! 


But what happened by Nov. 28 
to make Foster and Browder so 
critical of Lewis? Most likely, 
Kuusinen’s criticism of the Daily 
delivered on November 20 had al- 
ready reached the Central Com- 
mittee! 

The aim of the review can be 
seen when “R:” write:: 

“Tt must be stated that the ex- 
amples given from the Daily 
Worker are departures from the 
line of policy, and do not chafac- 
terize the activities of our Central 
Committee, the party as a whole 
or even most. of the work of the 
Daily Worker. The Central Com- 
mittee murt, however, take meas- 
ures to strengthen the carrying out 
of the. Seventh Congress line in the 
Daily Worker.” 


Hathaway is made the scape- 
goat! Another verse can be added 
to the song: Our lne’s been 
changed again! 


St. Gottwald Attacks ‘Trotskyite’ Dragon 


K. Gottwald, Czechoslovakian 
stalino-patriotic chief, is the latest 
of the brave kn'ghts of Stalini-m, 
to undertake a scurrilous attack on 
“Trotskyism,” The attack takes the 
form of a plea to Otto Bauer to 
keep clear of “Trotskyi‘m’’—with 
which he is already apparantely 
tainted! 

“Is it not clear that anyone who 
is found in the neighborhood of 
Trotskyism, is open, whether he 
wants it or not, to the danger of 
being lost forever to the working 
class cau-e? 

Is it not clear that Otto Bauer, 
in his own interests, ought to pon- 
der this question very seriously ” 
asks Gottwald, who is interested in 
Bauer’s welfare. 

The occasion for the article is 
Bauer’s review of Boris Souvarine’s 
book on Stalin wherein he speaks 
critically of the Soviet regime and 
of the “per‘onal dictatorship of 
Stalin.” (Souvarine is not a “Trot- 
skyist”. See review of his book in 
“N. J.”, December 1935.) 

This immediately reveals Bauer’: 
“Trotakyite counter - revolutionary 
hoof”! Admiration for Stalin’s 
work—expre'sed by Bauer—is not 
sufficient, cries Gottwald, either 
you accept “unconditionally” every- 
thing go ng on in the Soviet Union 
or... you are a counter-revolution- 
ary Trotskyite ! . 

Test we appear to be exaggerat 
ing, we will quote some choice bit: 
from the revived religious theory of 
the “indiv’sible whole”. 


“The entire Soviet Union of to- 
lay is. one indivisible whole the in- 
divisible accomplishment of many 
millions and tens of millions carried 
out under the guidance of Lenin. 
and Stalin, And this is how it mut 
be taken, as one indivisible whole, 


and not eclectically on the lines of: |: 


‘I like this and I don’t like that’.” 
(Emphasis in original.) 


And further: “. . „Stalin and the || 


Soviet Union 
bound together.” 


Is Bauer a “Trot:kyite”’ No one 
but the most recent recruit of Stal- 
inism can answer in thé affirmative. 
Bauer’s attitude toward: the Soviet 
Union is in fundamental agreement 
—and hag been practically since the 
Rus ian Revolution—with the Rus- 
sian Mensheviks, It is nothing new. 
It iv, as it has always been in sharp 
conflict with “Trotskyism”, that is, 
Leninism, 


On the main problem before the 
international working clas: today, 
the struggle against imperiali- t 
war, Bauer is in fundamental agree- 
ment with the Stalinists, for ex- 
ample .on support of imperialist 
governments allied with the Soviet 
Un on îm wear, The Bauer-Zyrom- 


are indissolubly 


-ki theses on war were reprinted |. 


without criticism in the “Commun- 
ist” (November, 1935). The only 
criticism the Stalinists could sub- 


sequently level at these theses was, 
not against its essential features 
but its reference to the ‘“terroristic 
dictator ‘h'p” in the Soviet Union. 


In reality however it is not Bauer 
who is under attack by Gottwald: 
it is “Trotskyism” which, officially 
denounced by the Stalinists as dead 
ever “nce 1924, is now making its 
way in the ranks of the left wing 
socialist workers. 


And so every occassion must be 
found to heap ‘lander and calumny, 
“ , . in many. countries Trotskyism 
hag become a direct branch of. the 
police and supplies the latter with 
numerous agents provocateurs and 
spie to fight against the revolution- 
ary movement”, states Gottwald, 
without even attempting to give 
(that is, manufacture) evidence to 
substantiate this dastardly lie. 


As Gottwald’s party votes for 
military credits and for the bour- 
geois pres dent Benes, as all the 
partie: of the Third International 
prepare to become recruiting agents 
for imperialism, their main attack is 
agai. st those who struggle against 
social patrioti:m and for proletar- 
ian internationalism. 


The renewed attack on “Trotsky- 
ism” in the Soviet Union as in the 
cap talist world is testimony to the 
growth of the ideas of revolution- 
ary Marxism, The Daily Worker 
recommends Gottwald’s article to 
the Left Socialists. On this score, 
we are in agreement with the | 
Daily: the Social'st worker: will 
learn that calumny and slander is 
merely the cover for treachery; 
that Stalinism demands of every- 
one joining its fold blind obedi- 
ence, unconditional serv lity to the 
leader: Stalin. 


WORKERS 
Protect. Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life. Join the 


WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATH} 
| BENEFIT FUND OF THE U.S.E 
"1884-1935 


Organized, managed by and for 
H workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and their families, and te sup- 
port all endeavors and struggles 
H for the improvement of totlers, 
Abdéut 50,000 members organ- 
ized in 350 branches. Reserves 
68,400,000. ' 
Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit 
payments from $225 to. $900—to 
men and women, according to 
classes, 
Monthly assessments from 45c 
to $2.10. j 
For further information app 
to Main Office: | 
714 Seneca 
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“Assassination” by P 


Use Incident in Effort 
to Deport Leon Trotsky 


Under the screaming headline: 
“Meath to Stalin’ Slogan Raised 
by French Trotskyist,” the Satur- 
day issue of the Daily Worker 
(February 15) reprints a facsimile 
of a postcard, ag “evidence” of a 
Trotskyist plot to assassinate Stal- 
in “himself.” 

Driven to the wall by the revela- 
tions of Tarev and Ciliga, and by 
their inability to continue their own 
Trotsky-Hearst frame-up, Browder- 
Budenz and Co. now seek to hide 
behind “evidence just received from 
France.” 

More than four months ago (on 
November 6, 1935) Fred Zeller (se- 
cretary of the Socialist Youth Al- 
liance of the Seine District) sent 
a postcard to a young friend of his, 
a Stalinist, 

This “incident” was made the 
subject of a rabid campaign by the 
Stalinists throughout all Buropean 
countries, particularly Norway, the 
only country that offered Trotsky 
the right of asylum. But it was at 
that time hardly mentioned in 
America, because. the fraud was so 
obviously patent. that it was hope- 
loss ta try fo foist it “pon the 
auerican workers, Elsewhere in 
this isne we print Zeller’s own 
euswer published months ago in 
france. Belew we reprint the use 
made of the “pastesyd incident” in 
NORWAY: 

thy December 12, 935, Arbeideren 
the coutrab organ ef the Norwegian 
C.P, eame out with a sensational 


headline charging a “death plot” 
against Stalin, and citing the self- 
same “freshly arrived postcard 
from France.” The Norwegian 
Stalinists (upon instructions from 
Moscow) first charged that Trot- 
sky’s agitation ‘‘culminates in the 
propaganda for terroristic attacks 
against the Soviet Union and its 
leaders and is aimed above all 
against the greatest leader of the 
world proletariat in our time, 
Stalin.” The Norwegian pen pros- 
titute then proceeded to translate 
the postcard, and to charge Zeller 
with “calling for the murder of 
Stalin.” 


Then, followed the revealing com- 
ment: ... ‘it was no accident that 
the conspirators in the plot against 
Kirov were former members of the 
Trotsky-Zinoviev-Kamenev Opposi- 
tion, who came forward as the 
agents of Fascism and counter-re- 
volution... 

“This is the same Trotsky whose 
books are now being issued by a 
Socialist Publishing Society in Nor- 
way. 

“This is the same Trotsky whose 
interviews nre being featured in the 
headlines of the Labor Party press. 

“Wow long more will the Nor- 
wegian workers tolerate this? 

. “What has the Socialist Youth in 
Norway to say about the fact that 
expelled members of the Frenchi 
Socialist Youth are using Oslo ás 
the base for their open propaganda 


WPA Wage 
Raise Won 


(Continued from Page 1) 
W.P.A. Workers Union have been 
demanding the increase. They have 
demanded also that hours of work 
be changed and that no lost time 
‘01 the jobs be made up.” 

An article in today’s Toledo News 
Bee declared, “The increase author- 
ized by Dr. Carl Watson, state WPA 
director, eliminates the threat of a 
state-wide W.P.A. workers strike.” 

Possibilities for such a strike, 
however, have not been eliminated 
but enhanced by the victory. The 
winning of this concession has 
pointed the road of m‘litant action 
to the 'W.P.A. workers of this state 
as the means of gaining further 
concessions, Confidence in organ- 
ization and workers’ action has 
been heightened.. The fear of 
mounting lay-offs, discrimination, 
and generally bad werking condi- 
tions, and the knowledge that fur- 
ther pay-boosts can be won by 
fighting organized action, has 
evoked a genuine response in the 
WPA workers in this part of the 
state, and a highly successful con- 
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READY SOON 


The Third International After Lenin 
By LEON TROTSKY 
Partial Contents: 


A Letter to the Sixth Congress of the Comintern. 
THE PROGRAM OF THE COMINTERN— 


1. A Program of the International Revolution of a Pro- 
of Socialism in a Single Country? 
2. 


Strategy and Tactics of the Imperialist Epoch. 
3. Balance and Perspectives of the Chinese Revolution. 
QUESTION AFTER THE SIXTH 
VONGRESS—WHO IS LEADING THE COMINTERN TODAY? 
This book is almost all set up and ready to go to press. 
Those comrades and friends who want to take advan- 
tage of the low pre-publication 
orders for 
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ference is expected ths coming 
Sunday by the WPA Workers Un- 
ion. Response to the conference 
eall has already come from numer- 
ous towns and counties where the 
workers are crying for a real 
fighting union. 
Unity the Vital Need 

The need for unity of the Un- 
employed League and the Workers 
Alliance is strikingly emphasized 
by the developments in this state. 
Tt is generally admitted that had 
such unity been established sev- 
eral months ago, this irferease and 
other concessions wouid have been 
won long ago by a solid state-wide 
fighting front. The bickering and 
fact onal pback-biting which has 
passed back and forth between in- 
dividuals of both organizations has 
been largely the cause for keeping 
thousands oi unemployed and pro- 
jects workers from joining either 
As the NEW MILI- 
TANT has been pointng out for 
the past two months, for both or- 
guuizations to permit further sa- 
botage of unity on a correct pro- 
gram through the actions of a few 
individuals at this crucial period 
would show a criminal lack of re- 
sponsibity toward the real meeds 
and desires of the unemployed and 
relief workers of this nation, 


prce, should 
the book now 
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and Labor movement not available elsewhere. 
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| unconscionable 


to murder the leaders of the Soviet 
proletariat? 
“What has the Central Bureau of 
the Norwegian Labor Party to say? 
“What has the Norwegian Go- 
vernment to say?” 


The Stalinists in Norway did not 
have to wait long for their answer. 
On December 16, 1935, Oslav Schef- 
lo, in a leading article in The Soer- 
landet, one of the organs of the 
N.L.P., said the following: 

“Under the headline: ‘Trotsky’s 
Henchman ete.’ last Friday’s issue 
of Arbeideren prints an article 
which it is impossible to character- 
ize as it deserves without resorting 
to harshest epithets.” Scheflo then 
quotes from the Arbeideren, 
comments as follows: 


“We believe that the Arbeideren 
and the Communist Party of Nor- 
way will be given to understand 
in unmistakable terms what the 
N.L.P. thinks of the type of journal- 
ism that they have perpetrated in 
their paper. Even though the know- 
ledge of the French language is not 
so wide spread among workers as 
might enable them to understand 
absclutely that the expression “Tod 
ueber” (a mort) in reality means 
“Away with!” “Down with!,” they 
are neverthcless in a position to see 
elearly whether Trotsky .., had 
he planned the murder of Stalin, 
would have dealt with such a con- 
piracy in an ordinary postcard. 

“We brand the man who wrote 
this article in the Arbeideren as an 

rascal. He knows 
vory wel} what he is perpetrat ng. 
We knows well that a fuli-bloođei 
revolutionist like Trotsky is a ruth- 
less opponent of assassination and 


and’ 


individual terror. He also knows 
very. well. that no one who really 
contemplates murder plots would 
put them down on a postcard... 
And what is the aim of the article? 
Yes, its aim is to make the Norweg- 
ian workers believe in a lie, and to 
mislead them, Moreover, the aim 
is to compel the Norwegian Labor 
Government to place Trotsky under 
arrest. 

“Well, 
happen. 

“Neither the Norwegian workers, 
nor the Norwegian Labor Govern- 
ment are so easily made fools of, 
as the central organ of the C.P. 
obviously believes, 

“But this article will not remain 
without consequences. One of its 
consequences will be that the in- 
dignation against the C.P, and the 
distrust in the honesty and sincerity 
of the Communists which are al- 
ready so widespread in the Labor 
Party will become only strengthen- 
ed and even more widespread. We 
said before and we repeat again: 
It is impossible to have any deal- 
ings whatsoever with people who 
set out deliberately to mislead the 
workers. Against such people we 
declare War, and only War!” 

Small wonder, that after such, an 
answer to their initial attempt in 
Europe, the Stalinists in America 
preferred not to make use months 
ago of the “photostatic evidence 
from France,” 

Hearst Frame-up Used in Norway 

Hut meanwhile, tee Daily Work- 
{er here did find itsel’ compelled to 


gentlemen, neither will 


parry the revelations of Tarov and; France 
Ciga in the NEW MILITANT, | “photostats” ere being sent from 
The Trotskyv-Henrs! amaigan was! America to Norway? 


concocted, and it is not at all ac- 
cidental that it was immediately 
cabled to the picayune Arbeideren 
in Norway, to supply the Norwegian 
agents of Stalin with “fresh” sen- 
sations to use in their local slander 
campaign, and in their driye to ex- 
pel Trotsky from his asylum in 
Norway. D 


This is not the first time that 
the Stalinists resorted to frame-ups, 
in their hatred and persecution of 
revolutionists. 


To mention only one, years ago, 
in July, 1931, the Polish rag “Kur- 
yer Codzienny” carried a patent 
fraud on its front pages, purporting 
to be an article by Trotsky. The 
Moscow Pravda immediately re- 
printed a fascimile of this article un- 
der the headline: “Pilsudski’s New 
agent.” Trotsky established that 
this article was concocted and sup- 
plied to the Polish reactionary rag 
by an agent of the G.P.U. It is the 
obvious intention of the usurping 
Stalinist bureaucracy in Moscow 
today to reply to the revelations of 
its bestial persecutions of revolu- 
tionists in the Soviet Union by the 
charge that the Opposition and all 
its spokesmen are assassins, “agents 
of Hitler,” of foreign espionage and 
of counter-revolution. 


We want to know: Upon whose 
orders was Hearst supplied with the 
articles lifted from the NEW MILI- 
TANT? Were they the same people 
who were behind the Polish frame- 
up in 1981? Were they the same 
people who send “photestats” from 
to America, while other 


Rumanian “Peoples Front” Find 
‘Democracy’ in Military Dictatorship 


BUCHAREST—Following the 3rd 
period of adventurist policy—whose 
culminating point was reached in 
the bloody events at Grivitza (1)— 
the resolution adopted in February 
1935 by the C.C. of the Rumanian 
Communist Party marked a new 
turn: this time in a completely 
opposite direction: the party found- 
ered in the opportunist swamp. In 
this resolution it is said that the 
party must struggle for the forma- 
tion “of a united front and of a 
broad people’s front, against the 
bosses’ attacks, war and fascism.” 

Let us skip over the question cf, 
the “United Front” for the moment. 
This revolutionary tactic. clearly 
formulated by the 3rd and 4th Con- 
gresses of the C.i. and which more- 
over the Stalinists have stripped of 


© 


iano, and diverse “democratic” 
personalities. 

Supplication to His Majesty 

Let us now observe the People's 
Front in action, . The first action 
undertaken was the securing of 
amnesty for political prisoners, 
Instead of embarking on a campaign 
of vigorous. agitation in the ranks 
of the proletariat, they substituted 


all its fighting content, serves them ; 
only in order to better shuffle up} 


the cards so as to mask the rotten 
turn: the complete abandonment of 
te elass struggle which has since 
heen replaced by a new criterion: 
the status quo on all fronts. The 
revolutionary struggle of the pro- 
letariat against the bourgeoisie 
gives way,to an alliance from above 
with the most corrupt democrats 
fer the preservation of the present 
tegime (a military dictatorship) 
against fascism, revolutionary act- 
ious are replaced by legal actions 
on the pretext that it is necessary 
io “utilize legality’; and, in the 
legal press, in order not to frighten 
the “democratic” allies. the Marx- 
ist term “proletarat” is replaced by 
the vague term (so dear to the 
fascists!) of “laboring people”! In 
its content the illegal press dis- 
tinguishes itself in no way from the 
legal press, except if it be by still 
more reactionary language. 
“Traces” of Democracy 


To obtain the alliance with the 
beurgeois “democratic” politicians 


in the “struggle” against Fascism, | 


the People’s Front became the de- 


| fender of the existing regime in 


Rumania, that is, of the military 
dictatorship which serves it, which 
condemns the workers to repression 
and complete misery. For this pur- 
pose they have discovered in it... 
traces of democracy! (2) Yester- 
day these gentlemen were shouting 
that there was a fascist regime in 
Rumania, today, on the orders of 
‘Moscow and, microscope in hand, 
they discover “traces” of democracy 
to justify their putrid bloc with 
such odious personal ties as M. Do- 
bresco, former mayor of Bucharest, 
or M. Petre Pandrea, the living ex- 
ample of the political “chameleon” 
(3). 

Practically speaking, the People’s 
Front has been realized only parti- 
ally. The “unitaries” have réjected 
it, by opposing to it the ‘proletarian 
united front”. (4) The social de- 
mocrats, in basic agreement with 
the communists on the question (co- 
llaboration with bourgeois parties) 
but not desiring joint action with 
them at any cost (despite the ef- 
forts of the communists who have 
made all the concessions to obtain 
their adherence) have rejected the 
People’s Front counterposing to it 
the ‘democratic front” (that is 
joint action of the “democratic” 
parties without the commmunists). 
The Peoples Front in Rumania 
consists of the alliance cf the Com- 
munist Party with some of the ele- 
ments of the. National-Peasants 
Party (they sought te involve the 
leaders such as Mihalache, etc. but 
to date without success), the“Jun- 
ianists”, the party of George Brat- 


‘as a stroke of generosity on the: 


legal action for this revolutionary 
struggle. People such as Mm, Ella 
Negruzi, “foremost woman lawyer” 
(as ,the Balkan Correspondence— 
C.I. organ—recently proudly called 
her) supported by “all the democ- 
ratie forces of the country” began 
a campaign of supplication te King 
Carol for the amnesty of political 
prisoners on the June 8th celebra- j 
tien (5). Thus even if amnesty had 
been granted. it would have ap- 
peared in the eves of the masses 


part of the King and contribute in 
restoring his prestige. Of course, 
no amnesty was granted, 

A second action of the People’s 
Front, of much greater importance, 
was the demonstration of the Na- 
tional-Peasants Party which was to 
hive been held on the eve of the 
opening of parliament. The Na- 
tional-Peasant satraps (6) an- 
nounced a great demonstration in 
which several tens of thousands of 
peasants were to meet in Bucharest 
for the purpose of overthrowing the 
YTatarcsco government. The Com- 
munist Paty decided to support this 
demonstration because it represent- 
ed “ an expression of indignation 
of the masses’! The government 
naturally prohibited the demon- 
stration as well as that of the 
Christian-Nationalists which was to 
have been held on the same day 
(this second demonstration had as 
its aim the neutralization of the 
first). Despite this prohibition, the 
National-Peasant leaders announc- 
ed that the demonstration would 
be held. 

Demonstration Called Off 

Then, four days before the date 
set, frightened by the Christian- 
Nationalists on the one side, pro- 
bably also having received the as- 
surance of King Carol that they 
would soon be returned to power 
and under the pretext that “after 
this audience the-situation has com- 


pletely changed”. they counterman- 
ded the order for the demonstration. 

Large sections of the peasants 
were aroused by this demonstration 
having promised that the victory 
of this “revolution” would redound 
to their benefit—and all this with 
the support of the communists! 
Naturally the indignation of the 
peasants, adroitly exploited by fas- 
cists of all stripes, turned into a 
boomerang not only for the Na- 
tional-Peasants Party but also for 
its ally, the communist party. High- 
ly illustrative of the decay of the 
Communist party and its crawling 
before the National-Peasants’ is the 
fact that after having noted that 
“this attitude constitutes a betray” 
al” (Balkan Correspondence) in- 
stead of denouncing this party to 
the proletarian masses and the poor 
peasants, it clung to its coat tails 
(for reasens of foreign policy) on 
the pretext that “it is necessary to 
aid the National-Peasants to under- 
stand the gravity of the decision of 
its leadership which is conniving 
with the camarilla and to make it 
understand the necessity of its par- 
ticipation in an anti-fascist mobili- 
zation”! (Balkan Correspondence, 
Nov. 1985, page 186) 


And Lothar Ruduceanu (social 
democratic leader) writes an article 
in “Lumea Noua” expressing his 
satisfaction that “the Communists 
have learned the value of collabo- 
rating with a bourgeois party” but 
at the same time regretting that 
they still do net know “when and 
how” to support a bourgevis party, 


Fascist Gain 


‘That is how matters stand in the 
prosecution of an opportunist policy 
which can only benefit the fascists. 
The ever-growing discontent of the 
poor peasants against the ‘“democ- 
ratie’” leaders, under the impact of 
the criss, grows constntly worse. 
Not seeing any solution on the left. 
hecause they see the communists 
allied to their persecutors, they are 


thrning to the fascist gangs and 
the latter are already demanding 
pewer (fhe Vaida-Gaga bloc in 
parliament). 


This process of radicalization in 
the country, which is ineluding ever 
larger masses, is only in its first 
stages, But the defeated proletariat 
in Rumania, betrayed by the social 
democrats and the Stalinists, is not 
in a position to draw behind it the 
poor peasants of the. villages and 
the oppressed petty bourgeoisie of 
the c ties in the struggle against the 
bourgeoisie. The task of the hour, 
in order to revive the proletariat, 
is the same as everywhere else: the 
creation of a revolutionary party. 
It will be- created in the struggle 


against Stalinism and social de- 
Ineeracy on the one hand, against 
“unitary” centrism on the other, 


The Rumanian Bolshevik-Leninists 
have already begun this struggle 
and are confident that the correct- 
ness and intransigence of their 
principles will lead to victory. 

* “t 
Notes 

(1) In February 1933 a strike 
broke out in the factories of “Griv- 
itza”. over economic grievances, 
After a bitter battle the railroad 
workers succeeeded in winning 
seme concessions; but since the 
Moscow resolutions had character- 
ized the situation as “revolution- 
ary”, as well as for reasons of pres- 
tige (the strike had been led at the 
beginning by the social democrat 
Bogatolu), the flunkeys leading the 
Rumanian Communist party forced 
things on the road of an adventure 
by presenting political demands 
such as “A Soviet Rumania”. In 
reply, the government only awaited 
a convenient pretext to shoot sever- 
al scores of workers. 


(2) Here is the declaration of 
a bureaucrat of the Rumanian Com- 
munist party: “Since such legal 
papers as.,.are allowed to appear, 
democracy still exists.” 

(3) His biography, given in a 
fascist paper “Axa” (“o lichea de 
stanga”) shows a very 
character who has changed his 
theory several times corresponding 
to different policies, 

(4) Despite their correct posi- 
tion “in principle’ on the problem 
(the Popovici group was even ex- 
pelled as partisans the People’s 
Front), the “unitaries” cling at all 
price to bourgeois legality (their 
paper has been banned by the gov- 
enment) and do not raise their 
smallest finger to struggle for these 
positions! 

(5) On June 8th, 1930, King 
Carol returned to Rumania. ~ 

(6) It is a well known fact that 
their methods of government are 


the same—often worse—than those | 


of the liberals. 


wretched |’ 
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ostcard, or the New Stalinist Frame-up 


FredZeller UncoversReal 


Motive of Campaign 


By FRED ZELLER 

(From Revolution, Organ of the 
Revolutionary Socialist Youth of 
France) 

For the last two weeks the Cen- 
tral committee of the Young Com- 
munist League has redoubled its 
slanders against the Young Social- 
ists of the Seine District. They 
‘pounced’ on a little postcard 
which I sent from Oslo to an old 
army friend, comrade Robert Fol, 
secretary of the 18th Section of the 
¥.C.L, By this method they hope 
to mobilize a few “naive” souls for 
physical struggle against us. Tens 
of thousands of leaflets have been 
distributed announcing that I am a 
Trotskyist and want. ,.imagine, to 
assassinate Stalin! This last min- 
ute discovery is so coarse and 
stupid that they must be completely 
lacking in arguments against us to 
launch such a campaign of slander 
on the basis of a personal card 
addressed to a friend. Besides, 
sincere communists and socialists 
find it an exaggeration to give such 
publicity to a joke at which they 
were the first to laugh, 

Allow me to remark in passing 
that the communists were a good 
deal less violent about me when they 


were trying ak $ i A a 
were trying to make use of me to; struggle agnipst the bureaucracy is 


start a Stalinist faction in the 


Young Socialists. 

(if VAvant Garde—-organ of the 
French Y.C.L.—persists in its cam- 
paign I may be obliged to enlarge 
on this point,) 

What the Drudges Feared 


But why all these hysterical 
slanders and lies? 


Guyot, Lechaux, Graujon, Ancelle 
and the other leaders of the Y.C.L. 
are not idiots, They are simply 
drudges doing their eight hours a 
day. They know very well that at 
any moment they may be ordered to 
make a “new turn” and that, they 
will have to obey. I know enough 
of their past to substantiate such 
a statement. But for several months 
they have been aware that the YCL 
has ceased to be a true revolution- 
ary youth organization and that 
the Y.C.1. is liquidating it into a 
“movement of the younger genera- 
tion of Frenchmen.” 
` The only danger facing them and 
the Stalinist policy is the Revolu- 
tionary Entente of the Socialist 
Youth of the Seine, 

We alone, in reality, are ripe for 
fusion with the Communist Youth 
on the basis of revolutionary Marx- 
ism as embodied in their old form- 
wa. But if is also only us that they 
attack with the greatest violence 
because in reality the Young Com- 
munists have abandoned the path 
of revolution and thrown their 
glorious and heroic past to the 
winds. ‘Phat is the truth and that 
is what they are trying to hide at 
any price. 

Besides my visit to Trotsky had 
a political significance, Not that 
the Seine Young Sacialist Federa- 
tion is Trotskyist! There is no 
such tting as Trotskyism! And 
there are no Trotskyists! ! There 
is only the revolutionary policy 
carried on by revolutionary mili- 
tants and that’s all. 

“Proofs”? Where are the “Proofs”? 

What the Young Communists fear 
above all is the information I might 
bring back after an interview with 
Lenin’s loyal collaborator, 

Like everyone else we once really 
believed that Trotsky was an agent 
of the counter-revolution, a politi 
cian living in a mansion surrounded 
with flunkeyvs. secretaries, ete. I 
wanted to know the truth and for 
months [ asked Guyot and Michaud 
to gve me the “proofs” that the 
“Trotskyists” were policemen and 
government agents. Several times 
we went to 120 rue Lafayette to 
get facts and documents, I even 
said ta Guyot, “If you really have 
irrefutable proof about them I per 
sonally will demand the expulsion 
of the guilty ones from our ranks.” 
They put me off innumerable times, 
saying that they were preparing a 
complete file on the subject, but 
they néver managed to bring us the 
slightest palpable proof,, the small- 
est document, the tiniest scrap of 
paper, because in reality they had 
nothing, nothing, nothing to show 
us! ! 

Maurice Thorez announces that I 
have been vacationing in Trotsky’s 
“mansion.” What a miserable 
slander. 


In a little village lost in the] gs 


mountaing I saw the little wooden 
house in which the great strategist 
of the October Revolution, the 
founder and organizer of the Red 
Army has rented two rooms for him- 
self and his wife Natalie, the ad- 


mirable and faithful companion of 
his magnificent life. (Two little 
rocms, which besides were cold.) 
In this house where they reside 
they have a bedroom and a little 
office. No “flunkeys”’, no ‘“secre- 
taries”. Natalie takes care of the 
house and helps the “old man” to 
arrange the newspapers and mag- 
azines he receives from all over the 
world every day. 


I expected to see an arrogant 
man, full of hatred. I found a man, 
sometimes grave, sometimes bright- 
ening when he spoke of his heroic 
struggle at the side of Lenin and 
“the bolshevik old guard” in the 
Seizure of power by the workers and 
peasants, I expected to see a man 
filthy with money; Trotsky is poor. 


Trotsky on Stalin 


I expected tò-hear him speak of 
Stalin with blind hatred... not at 
all He hates Stilin no more than 
the others because for him his 


not and cannot be reduced to a 
miserable persona! quarrel. For 
him, hig expulsion from the country. 
where he organized the armed 
struggle of the workers against 
feudal Czarism is the result of a 
profound movement among the 
masses, exhausted by a heroic 
struggle and the retreat of the 
workers on an international scale. 


I expected to find a discouraged 
and sour man, I saw a tired and 
sick man, but full of confidence. and 
faith in the revolutionary destiny 
of the world working class. I saw 
a tireless worker, following the 
daily rise of fascism with anguish, 
and with joy the progress of the 
workers who are learning little by 
little that the two internationals 
have collapsed and who are re- 
organizing themselves on the basis 
of revolutionary Marxism for a 
real offensive against imperialism, 

Above all I found a man hunted 
by the governments and their pol- 
ice over the whole world and suf- 
fering terribly from his inability to 
be physically active in the service 
of the revolutionary workers. 

With what admiration and what 
fervor, Trotsky spoke of Lenin. 

Why They Hate Trotsky 

Then I understood the Stalinist 
hatred of Trotsky. But truth and 
justice will triumph. Sooner or 
later when the great uprising comes. 
the exploited workers of the world 
will do him justice and give him 
the place in the history of the last 
years of the workers movement that 
he has held with so much grandeur 
and beauty amid the worst physical 
and moral suffering. 


That is what they were afraid 
I would say. I say what I think. 
Henceforth the leaders of the Y.C.L. 
want to prevent me from speaking 
by violence. The socialist bureauc- 
cracy wants to strangle us but you 
don’t know us. We shall stand up 
against the pack and we will not 
give way an inch before the agents 
of Stalin. no more than before the 
agents of Vandervelde. You lick 
the boots of the Radicals and you 
want to bar the revolutionary mili- 
tants from the struggle. What in- 
famy! 

The sincere young socialists and 
communists well know now that in 
the approaching decisive battle 
which will be decided in the streets 
against the fascists, we boldly pro- 
claim today as yesterdąy the first 
place in the first ranks of the battle: 

No violence among workers! 

One enemy, fascism! : 

Long live the revolution in 
France! 

Long live the International pro- 
letarian revohition! 


LUMEN CLUB LECTURE 
“Do We Need a Labor Party?” 
Speaker: 
SOLOMON B. MARCUS 
Prominent Socialist 
Sunday, Feb. 23, 8:30 P.M. 
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ADMISSION FREE 
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How Stalinism Prepares For 
War 


NCE again, on-a world “cale, Stal nism launches 

a vast attack on the “impotent, bankrupt sect” 
of the rotskyites, The degenerate sycophants of 
the Comintern haul once more into action their lum- 
bering armament. of lie, corruption and slander— 
the sole weapons now left in their rusted and de- 
cayed storchouse of treachery and betrayal, 


‘What a thankles and contrad’etory task they 
have, these cynical betrayers, trying hopelessly to 
cover their apostacy with the cloak of Marxist 
phra es and invocations to Lenin! On page one they 
must prove to the workers that the Trotskyists are 
wholly impotent, isolated, without influence, and 
falling to pieces. And on page 2, 4, 6 and 8 they 
mu t expose Trotskyism as the main danger to the 
working class, aud the spearhead of the counter- 
revolution, A strange impotence, to have such power! 
A very curious isolat on, when :uch a barrage is 
needed for protection against it! 


And, alas, how, often must these grave-diggers 
lower the coffin, heap’ on the earth, and pronounce 
the final malediction! It i: a restless corpse they 
deal with here! Year after year it is bur ed deep; 
and, unfailingly, year after year, in truly Biblical 
fashion, it rises again to haunt the charnel-house of 
Stal nism. All the incantations of the Comintern 
prie ts, all their drawn-out medieval curses, with bell 
and book, cannot lay this unruly spirit to rest, No 
grave they dig can be deep enough to hold it, 

For what‘they so desperately strive to bury is 
nothing el e than the 1l.ving soul of the revolution 
itself. And for such a task all the might of the 
Comintern. is as powerless a: the whining of a dis- 
gruntled shopkeeper. 

This is the real meaning of the attack on “Trot- 
vkyism.” 

E * * 


The present campa gn, in all its deep implica- 
tions, must be clearly understood, and the lesson: 
drawn, It has its ‘ource, as articles in recent issues 
of the NEW MILITANT have disclosed, in the Soviet 
Union itself, in the very heart of Stalin sm. There, 
in the party purge which has followed the Seventh 
Congres, comrade Trotsky shows that no less than 
20,000 Bolshevik-Leninists—“Trotskyists’—were dis- 
covered with n the party rank And a new purge is 
scheduled for this Spring. 


From the Soviet Union the campaign is being 
extended throughout the world. It has hit this 
country with full force during the last week, pre- 
pared for by the “Hearst and, Trot ky”? slander, 
Ed torials and special articles shower their filth— 
under the age-old theory that if enough filth is 
thrown, some will be bound to -tick—wherever this 
Hydra-monster, “Trotskyism,” shows one of its ver- 
pent-heads. And, in this wonder world, we d scover 
from the Daily Worker that the taint of-Trotskyism 
has now touched Norman Thoma‘, Otto Bauer, Her- 
bert Zam, Gus Tyler, and, apparently, the entire 
editorial board of the Socialist Call, The Communist 
party, that friend of humanty and (as the Daily 
Worker puts it) of “the entire family,” with its 
volicitous ‘care for its newly discovered Socialist 
comrades, feels tself called upon to issue a kind 
fatherly warning—and even something of a scolding 
—to the e erring children, against the plague which 
threatens them. After all, they were social-fa ‘cists 
only yesterday; they cau hardly be expected to have 
attained the ripe wisdom of those who have had the 
long years under the gu ding inspiration of the Great 
Teacher and Leader, 

* * ok 

It i: necessary to distinguish and analyze both the 
method and the fundamental content of the present 
campaign against ‘‘Protskyism.” 

The method is directly borrowed from the method 
of the Hearst anti-Red campaign, which ‘n turn is 
modelled on the method of bitter reactionaries 
from time immemorial, Hearst is an enemy of “reds” 
—ie., of revolution sts, But it is naturally impos ible 
for him to carry on; a truthful campaign against 
them, on the basis of what revolutioni ts actually 
believe and do. If he tried that, the bulk of his read- 
ers (who are predominantly work ng-class and lower 
middle clas’) would gradually be won over to the 
side of the revolutiovists by Hearst's own propagan- 
da, Consequently, hi: campaign must. be based 
throughout on lies, not on truth, What Hearst must 
do is to try to set. up in his reader a psychological 
and emotional antagonism against “reds”. This, in 


part, he accompli ‘thes by lumping together as “reds” 
not only revolutionists (about whom he prints noth- 
ing but lies), but also every kind of criminal, mur- 
derer, irresponsible demagogue, labor faker, bandit, 
moral degenerate, crackbrdined athei t, etc. Through 
this he hopes that his readers will develop the same 
emotional attitude toward “reds” that they have to- 
ward murderers, degenerate , and bandits. He would. 
like his readers to believe that these are all “reds,” 
and that all “reds” carry on these orts of activities. 


In an exactly similar manner, Stalinism tries to 
build up an emotional frenzy against Trotskyi m. 
About genuine “Trotskyists,” the Stalinists print 
nothing but lies—if they printed the truth, their 
own followers would be led toward “Trotskyism.” 
‘They never, on any occason, substant ate any charges 
with fact or even attempted proof, or with political 
analysis. They never do-so, because; of course, that 
would be as impos ible as for Hearst to substantiate 
his charges against “reds” in general. The Stalin st“ 
then go on to lump together, in the same paragraphs 
with ‘‘Trotskyists,” White Guards, fascists, police 


pies, foreign interventionits, agents provacateurs, the. 


murderer of Kirov, nihilists—in short, any scoundrel 
whom all honest workers naturally hate and despise, 
In this way the Stalinisty hope that the workers will 
carry over that hate and contempt to the “Trotksy- 
ists” who are listed in the same sentence. Fortunate- 
ly, workers are not so stupid and uncritical as they 
appea to be in the eyes of the cynical bureaucrats of 
the Cominten. 
® * * 


But the content of the present campaign is far 
more important than the methods whch are being 
used. This content can only be understood as part 
of the preparation of the Comintern for the betrayal 
of the working class in the coming war. 

The truth of the matter is this: The great histor- 
ical events of the past three years, combined w th 
the war crisis, are making their deep imprint on the 
international proletariat, A revival of revolut onary 
consciousness is emrging with increasing rapidity. 
At the same tme, as authoritatively summed up in 
the Seventh Congress, Stalinism has gone Over to 
social-patriotism, and is preparing for betrayal in 
the war: But such betrayal cannot be successfully 
carried out unless Stalinist social-patr otic ideas 
dominate ideologically the advanced workers in the 
“democratic” countries. Consequently, Stalinism 
must dr.ve forward post-haste in its attempt to engulf 
the advanced strata of the labor movement. 

However, the reviving revolutionary consciousness 
resists more and more powerfully the Stalinist policy 
of betrayal. It refuses to aceept the Comintern 
doctrine that to be a friend of the Soviet Un on means 
to be a lackey of Stalin’s. It realizes ever more clearly 
that Stalinism itself is in the forefront of the enemies 
of the Soviet Union, and that to be a true friend 
of the Soviet. Union means to be an enemy of Stalinsm. 
It is resolved not to fight for imperialsm in the war, 
no matter what the pleas or threats of Stalin. 

Stalinism understands that ts war policy can suc- 
ceed only by a liquidation of the revolutionary de- 
velopment, or at the least by capturing it before it 
is fully clarifed, by turning it aside into the 
treacherous channel of the Comintern. 

b * * 

The present campaign against “Trotskyism”, fun- 
damentally understood, is one aspect of this effort 
to liquidate the revolutionary development, to turn 
it aside, to harness its potential energies to the 
cannons of imperialism. 

Neither we nor comrade Trotsky claim any pro- 
prietary right to the system of ideas which the 
Com‘ntern Fabels “Trotskyism,.” Thee ideas that 
are now being attacked are the basic ideas of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin; they are, in short, the theories, 
principle, and, tactics of the revolutionary * move- 
ment. What Stalinism is now attacking is not merely 
the Workers Party nor the French Bolshevik-Lenin- 
ists nor any other -group or party. Its attack i: 
launched against revolutionary Marxism, against the 
ideas of revolutionary Marxism, whenever, however, 
under whatevér form they appear. And it, could not 
be otherwi'e: Stalinism knows that the victory of 
the ideas of revolutionary Marxism within the work- 
ing class means the cnd and death of Stalinism, 

Above all on the war question, How clear it is! 
Wherever, from whatever “ource, appear revolution- 
ary criticism of Stalinist social-patriotism, the de- 
mand for the Len nist policy of revolutionary de- 
featism, the refusal to subordinate the working cla S 
movement to the imperialist League and imperialist 
France, Great Britain and the United States, at that 
source are a med the barbs of the Stalini ts. And 
the label ‘"Lrotskyist”? True enough, Trotsky, and 
we in solidarity with him, proudly hold these prin- 
ciples—againet imperialism on every front, against 
social-patriotism in every form. for revolutionary 
defeatism—as ours. And they are the prine ples like- 
‘wise of Lenin and of Marx. They are the principle: 
for which all revolutionists have fought, and will 
continue to fight. They are the princ'ples of revo- 
lutionary Marxism, of the world revolution, 

* * * 

The career .of Stalinism is drawing toward its 
hi toric close. The war w ll reveal it to the working 
class in all its poisoned corruption. The revolution, 
in its irresistible advance, wh'ch obstacle: can only 
delay but never barricade, will sweep it aside, like 
dead ashes, from it’ path. 


Prosecute 
Cal. Militants 


(Continued from Page 1) 
kill and murder them. and shot “at 


on 


have a sut for 


porting of the Santa Rosa incident, 
nothing ever apeared in the public 
press about these alleged attacks 
Cairns and Campbell. And if. 
these men were assaulted, why did 
not they seek to have their assail- 
ants arrested? I suppose we’ll next 


wa me 


one of the vigilantes hurt his hands 
while beating Green and Nitzberg, 
or because he was injured while ap- 
plying the tar and feathers. 

“Ths suit”, declared Mr. Besig, 
“emphasizes the need for a public 
investigation of the Santa Rosa 
outrage, 


damages because 


Plaintiffs with a double barreled 
shot gun,” 
In consequence of the alleged 


acts, the Plaintiffs claim that they 
“were rendered tircd, sore and lame 
., . SuStained severe shock and n- 
juries to their nervous systems,” 
buf were not permanently injured, 

Asa further element of damages, 
it is alleged that in consequence of 
the alleged assault. “a large group 
of persons known as Commynists,” 
became embittered against Pla n- 
tiffs and refused to do business. 
with them and that many of them 
removed from the County of Sono- 
ma “to parts unknown to Plaintiff.” 

The complaint was verified by 
Campbell on November 21. -but.no 
attempt was made to serve either 
of the defendants unt 1 last week, 


Sol Nitzberg. Petaluma chicken 
rancher, was served on February 


13. but process servers have thus 
far been unable to locate Green. 
Ernest Besig, Northern Califor- 
via director of the American -Civil 
Libert-es. Union, whose attorneys 
are representing Green and’ Nitz- 
berg, characterized the suit as “rid- 
iculous”. “After six months”, said 
Mr. Besig., “we suddenly d scover 
that Green avd Nitzberg ave carg- 
ed with the commission of certain’ 
offenses, 
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Gtalinists Return to Old 


E vve in Chi 


Ally and Butcher of 1927 Revolt Hs 
Seen as Hero of 1936 Peoples Front 


By LO SEN 


On February 14 the Daily Work- 
er published a “special cable” from 
Shanghai under the heading: “Feng 
Proposes Reorganization; Christ- 
jan General Asks Kuomintang De- 
cide for Defense.” . 

“Declaring China must not flinch 
from boldly meeting foreign aggres- 
sion and must decide to fight for 
national existence, Feng Yu-hsiang, 
‘Christian -General, made a report 
today before a meeting of 700 state 
employees and members of the Kuo- 
mintang Party in Nanking, capital 
of China. 

“Feng is a member of the Polit- 
ical Bureau of the Kuomintang and 
has participated in groups oppos- 
ing Chiang Kai-shek within and 
without the Kuomintang.” 

* * * 

By not adding a single word 
more about Feng, his whole past 
record and role, his previous rela- 
tions with the Comintern, the Daily 
Worker advertised the Stalintern’s 
readiness, once more, to form a 
“united front” with this many-hued 
militarist who “has participated in 
groups opposing Chiang Kai-shek.” 


hiang? 


Preparing today to launch a new 
“bloc of four classes” in China, 
coddling and fondling Fang Cheng- 
wu, Hu Han-min, Feng Yu-hsiang 
and their ilk, the Stalinists, with 
cold, hard eynicism would like to 
blot from memory the whole tragic 
past of the Chinese Revolution, 
They would like to dissolve from 
histery the clotted blood of the 
workers and peasants. who paid 
with their lives’ for Stalin’s “united 
front” with the Feng Yu-hsiangs 
nearly nine years ago. After all, it 
would perhaps not be such a diff- 
cult job if the Daily Worker had 
only its own readers to deal with. 
Most of them. don’t even know a 
Chinese revolution ever took place! 


Revolt in Stalinist Ranks 


But in dumping hastily not only 
the more distant past but even the 
whole disastrous period of peasant 
Soviets in Central China, a period 
during which, Wan Min informed 
us at the Seventh C.I. Congress, 
“many of our comrades did not un- 
derstand and do not understand the 
new situation which has arisen in 
China in recent years”, the Stalin- 
tern cynics cannot so easily hurdle 
the barriers of history. 


Chinese workers, whose brothers, 
uncles and fathers and comrades 
died under the lash of the Feng Yu- 
hsiangs, remember with abiding 
b tterness the fruits of the “bloc of 
four classes” of 1925-27. ‘That is 
one of the main reasons why the 
Stalinist party has never been able 
since to re-establish itself as the 
party of the Chinese proletariat. 
But not only among the workers— 
even among the rema ning. handfuls 
of the ranks of the Chinese Stalinist 
party, the “new line” is not being 
swallowed without protests and de- 
fections. 

Our comrades report from China 
that revolt is simmering im the 
Stalinist ranks at the current at- 
tempt to initiate the, “new line” for 
a new “naticnal united front” with 
the same people who smashed that 
same united front nine years ago. 

Member of Chiang’s Gov't 

Feng was one of the chief of 
these. He is today a ranking mem- 
ber of Chiang Kai-shek’s Govern- 
ment in Nanking—another fact 
which the Daily Worker conven- 
iently forgets to record! He is 
again seeking to build up his sad- 
ly depleted political capital by 
mouthing a few phrases against im- 
perialism, The words are barely 
out of his mouth before the Stalin- 
ists leap to throw their arms ar- 
ound his neck and promise a com- 
plete blotting of his past if he will 
once more make a deal with them. 

Why’ The answer is contained 
in one more sentence of the Daily 
Worker report: Feng demanded 
‘that China make “a definite deci- 
sion as te which nations are friends 
and which foes of China.” Who 
can tell? Maybe Feng will favor, 
once more, an alliance with the 
Soviet Union. Nothing in his past, 
even his previous espousal of such 
an abiance and his subsequent 
“betrayal.” ecan prevent Stalin, 
Dimitroff. Wan Min. Browder and 
Co, from embraciug him onee more 
—no matter what it means to the 
Chinese proletariat. 

Who and what Feng Yu- 
Let us repeat here for 
these whose memories are conven- 
iently short or 
quate the record of his past. 

General Soft on Jesus 

Feng is a militarist who rose to 
power in China’s northwest shortly 
after the Great War. By a series 
of timely and shrewd betrayals of 
his superior officers and allies, he 
became for a time, in 1924, the rul- 
ing militarist in Peking. He ap- 
peared then in the world’s head- 
lines as the “Christian General” 
who taught his soldiers the homely 
virtues of rustic simplicity. He had 
learned from foreign missionaries 
in Szechwan in his early years how 
to sing hymns. 

But in 1924 Feng learned that 
what it lacked in spiritual piety. 
Meseow made ` in generosity 
Je shed his Christian ‘skin avd 


is 


ry 


otherwise inade- | 


events. 


joined the ranks of that peculiar 
species cultivated in China by Stal- 
in and Bucharin—“the Bolshevised 
militarist.” The Holy Grail proved 
no match for Russian arms, Rus- 
sian money, Russian advisers. Feng 
was quickly converted to the idea 
that a Russian gun in hand was 
worth a dozen haloes in the here- 
after, especially when military re- 
verses in 1925 cut him off from all 
other sourees of munition supply. 


The Moscow Build-up 


In 1926 he went to Moscow and; 


there quickly learned all the new 
catchwords. They were even easier 
to remember, perhaps, than the 
Lord's Prayer. He had himself and 
his henchman, Yu Yu-jen (now 
head of the Nanking Control Yuan) 
photographed in the midst of ad- 
miring, backslapping Moscow func- 
tienaries. In Moscow on July 19, 
1926, Feng predicted “new battles 
and new victories awaiting the fu- 
ture of the Chinese nation.” He 
even remembered to call “special 
attention” to the “labor and peasant 
movement taking place throughout 
China” and announced his convic- 
tion “that in the future the pro- 
letar at will ultimately gain a vic- 
tory in China.” On August 19, in 
an interview with Pravda, Feng 
promised that his army would fight 
for “the emancipation of the na- 
tion” and the “consumation of the 
national revolution.” 


For years, while he could still 
get arms elsewhere, Feng had re- 
fuxed to throw in his lot with the 
Kuomintang. “But when he visited 
Moscow,” marvelled a contempo- 
rary Japanese observer, “the Chris- 
tian General allowed himself to be 
a disciple of Lenin before any one 
was aware of it.” (Fuse: Soviet 
Policy in the Orient, Peking. 1927, 
p. 327). 

Stalin Gives Him Arms 


It was all immensely easy, plea- 
sant—and . profitable. Overcome 
with admiration for Feng’s revol- 
utionary conversion and valor, Sta- 
lin plied him with the arms “he 
wanted and sent him back to China 
to do or die, as he said he would, 
for the revolution. 

Back among his soldiers, Feng 
proclaimed on September 17, 1926: 
“I am the son of a laborer” and 
announced that it would henceforth 
be the object of his armies “to 
awake the masses...Sweep away 
the traitorous military clans, break 
down imperialism and secure the 


freedom and independence of 
China,” 

Feng had thus become a full- 
fledged recruit in the ranks of 


Stalin’s “reliable allies’, joining in 
that estimable company such hero- 
ic revolutionary fighters as Chiang 
Kai-shek, Hu Han-min, Fang Sheng- 
chih and Wang Chin-weij. Secure 
behind Tungkwan Pass in the great 
northwest, Feng gathered to him- 
self the arms and ammunition 
which flowed in a steady stream 
ef caravans down from Urga. listen- 
ed pel tely to his Russian advisers 
and bided his time. 

No Criticism of Feng Allowed 

lt was not long in coming. While 
he waited the Northern Expedition 
swept to the Yangtze. Chiang Kai- 
shek, who earlier had also learned 
how to unlock the doors of Russian 
arsenals, entered Shanghai aud 
there, with base ingratitude., “be- 
trayed” Stalin. He “betrayed” not 
his own class interests but the 
faith which Stalin-Bukharin & Co. 
had taught the Chinese workers 
aud peasants to have in him. Tang 
Sheng-chih and Wang Chin-wei, in 
Wuhan, had also “betrayved’—al- 
thovgh this was uot yet offic ally 
ndmitted in Moscow. ‘There had 
not yet been time to elaborate a 
formula which would fix respons- 
ibility for their “defect’on’ on 
shoulders other than Stalin's. But 
there was still Feng. He, surely, 
would come like Lechinvar out of 
his western stronghold and save 
the day for the “revolutionary Kuo- 
mutang”’ He was a solid man, 
Feng, close to the soil. He would 
not betray. Was he not even now 
reitavating by radio his undying 
fealty to the “revolutionary Kuo- 
miltang’? (Even Vincent Sheehan. 
who saw practically noth ng, saw 
the immense, uncritical faith of the 
Stalintern in Feng!) News des- 
patches reaching Moscow faintly 
suggesting that Feng was readier 


to deal with Chiang Ka -shek than 


with Wuhan were indignautly re- 
fused publication, Feng 


was the 

last trump. : 
To suggest that he woud fal 
down on the job was nothing bnt 
rank “liquidat onism.” What is 
worse, if was Trotskyism! That 
annoying thorn. Trotsky, was is- 
suing warnings in Moscow that 
faith n Feng meant nothing but a 
repetition of the experiment with 
Chiang Kai-shek. (See Trotsky’s 
note of May 28, 1927: Problems of 
the Chinese Revolution, p. 123-24). 

The Butcher Gets to Work 


A few days later, Trotsky’s warn- 
ings were crush ngly confirmed by 


forces in a fruitless battle with the 
Northerners on the fields of Chum- 
iatien in Honan and then came down 


Feng let Wuhan spend its! 


from Tungkwan poss, ocennied Ho- 
van ahd became the arb ter of the; 


struggle between Chiang and Wu- 
han. In a conference at Chengchow 
on June 14 with the Wuhan leaders, 
he agreed with them on one point 
only: the workers, peasants and 
Communists must be crushed, (See 
Fischer, Soviets in World Affairs, 
11:669, or Anna Louise Strong’s 
Ch na’s Millions, p. 62 et sea.) 

But beyond this principled agree- 
ment, Feng wanted no further 
truck with Wuhan, He wanted 
strong allies from whom he could 
filch aflvantages, not weaklings 
from whom he had nothing more to 
gain, not even by further timely 
betrayals. At the conference com- 
pl ments and titles were exchanged. 
Exactly one week later Feng crossed 
the province to Hsuchow where he 
struck an immediate bargain with 
Chiang Kai-shek, Chiang was now 
a man worth betraying. On June 
22, 1927. Feng ssued a denuncia- 
tion of Wuhsn where, he said, “mer- 
chants, traders. factory owners and 
landlords were oppressed by the 
laborers and peasants” and served 
an ultimatum on Wuhan fer the 
complete elimination and extermin- 
ation of the Communists. (See 
China Weekly Review, July 2, for 
text). Lochinvar had fallen down 
on the job. 

In h's subsequent career Feng did 
indeed betray Chiang at the first 
opportunity. He fought a bloody 
civil war against him in 1980, made 
a few futile stabs in 1933 at being 
“ant -Japanese’, and this year 
made a new deal with Chiang which 


of the Kuomintang 
His latest statement, as reported by 
the Daily Worker, indicates a new 
shuffle n the rivalry for power, a 
new bid for popular support. which 
the C.I. stands ready to drum up, 
if it can. 
Feng, Through a Stalinist’s Eyes 
Are Chinese workers, are honest 
revolutionists still in the C.P., ranks 
going to accept Feng once more as 
an “ally’’—“aga ust imperialism”? 
In 1928, Chin Chiu-pei (known in 
the International as Strachov: he 


it so readily. 
brought. him back into the councils | or 


at Nanking. ! 


na, Gen’l Feng 


was executed by Ch'ang Kai-shek in 
Fukien is May, 1935) bitterly drew 
the balance of the game played with 
Feng: 


“Feng Yu-hs'ang,” he wrote, “is 
a chapter for himself. A few 
months after his formal entry 
into the Kuomintang he began to 
‘to execute workers and peasants, 
In September, 1927, he ordered 
the execution of 300 striking 
textile workers. When the work- 
ers of the Peking-Hankow Rail- 
way, having rece'ved no wages 
for 12 months, attempted to press 
for payment, he had an unknown 
number of them executed. He 
has. been even more brutal in his 
actions against the peasantry im 
Honan” (Inprecorr, Aug. 17, 
1928). 

Chiu Chiu-pei. was one of the 
lenders of the C.P. who cfung to the 
Comintern after 1927 despite its 
gross betravar of the Ch nese re- 
volution. Would he today, if he 
were alive, swallow whole a new 


‘alliance witl this butcher, or with 


this butcher’s satellites and sub- 

ordinates, men like Fang Chen-wu? 

Perhaps, Stalinism poisons the 

blood in men’s veins. 

Fourth International Forces Grew 
in China 

But Chinese workers, who may 
this very day be standing on the 
threshold of a new revival after 
nine years of react’on following 
their terrific defeat, will not take 
They are not alone 
without guidance. The Com- 
munist League of China is gather- 
ing strength and extending its 
influence at a rapid pace, although 
it is still small. 

A new Ssix-page bi-weekly printed 
mass paper, “Struggle” has made 
its appearance in Shanghai under 
the banner of the Commun st Lea- 
gue of China. With the Communist 


‘League, the Chinese section for the 


Fourth International, lies the hope 
for the future of the Chinese revo- 
lution, not with the Stalin sts and 
their blood-stained allies, 


Pickets Ti -up 
Akron Plant 


(Continued from Page 1) 
er after speaker who said, “Bitter 
we all go back to work Tuesday, or 
none of us.” 

The rubberworkers in other Ak- 
ron plants and of course Goodyear 
Plant-1 are watching closely each 
move and it appears very probable 
that if a picket line is formed at 
Plant-2, every plant in the city will 
be closed. 

The workers’ brievances 
shops can be summarized 
these points. They demand: 

Workers’ Demands 
Abol tion of Flying Squads, 
Abolition of the company un- 
company formed seab organiza- 
tions, 
ions. 

3. Restore wage cuts of recent 

weeks. 

4. Rehire layed-off men. 

5. A 30-hour week. 

6. Union recognition. 

7. No more speed-up 

The latest Goodyear “sitdown” 

came with dramatic sw ftness tha‘ 

tock the company by complete sur- 

prise and brought wide support to 

the workers, union and non-union, 
“We'll Stop at 3!” 

Lay-off notices were being 
plainéd to grumbling workers on 
fourth shift by a company man 
when a worker shonted, “Well stop 
work at 3!” 

Other workers took up the ery 
and chanted, “We'll stop work at 
ar” 

Soon half of Plant-2 was shouting 
the slogan in unison while company 
officials fumed in rage, 

Three o’clock came and everyone 
sat down at their machines as 
though by pre-arranged plans. AC- 
tnaly it was spontaneous, 

The company agreed to talk te a 
committee selected by the men and 
composed mainly of un onists. A 
conference was scheduled at 1 p.m. 
the next afternoon. 

Plant Closed 

Meanwhile the company announc- 
ed and newspapers shouted that the 
“sitdown” was over, Of course, the 
company refused to take back the 
men. 


at the 
around 


1. 
2. 


ex- 


The news came just as the third 
shift, ocmposed of ten-year service 
men, were ringing in for work, The 
ent re department sat down imme- 


diately and were joined by the cur- 


ing and mill rooms. 

Realizing the seriousness of tne 
situation, the company refused to 
let the fourth shift come into work 
because they knew t world join 
the “sitdown” TFustead the plant 
was closed, 

Acting much quicker than in the 
last “sitdown”. union officials called 
department. meetings and most of 
the workers concerned came and 
joined the union iu add ton to re- 
cording their sentiment for strike 
unless the 75 men were rehired. 

Scabs Ineffective 

Plant-1 workers, smarting nnder 
the defeat of two weeks ago when 
their “g tdown” was broken, are ex: 
pected to join in the strike move- 
ment immediately, thas involving 
15,500 empoyes, 


‘the 


"Telephone from varicus unions 
during the Goodyear conference 
gave assurance of complete support 
avd join ng with the strike, if it is 
called. 

Naturally, complete shutdown of 
the plants is assured by a strike 


even though some workers do not 
join the movement for the key de- 
partments are 100 per cent union- 
ized and very militant. 


Even though scabs were brought 
‘nto the plant. the highly technical 
nature of the key jobs which in- 
volve over 80 per cent of the em- 
}Hoyes, would make it impossible 
for them to handle the machinery 
and build tires! 


The danger of the situation is in 
the refusal of the union leaderg or 
their inability to understand the 
significance of the passing events 
and prepare conse ously for the in- 
evitable strike. 


Unless this is remedied quickly, 
the magnificent fight of the work- 
ers will be diverted into pessimism 
and defeat for they must have cor- 
rect leadersh p immediately to util- 
je the situation or various company. 
moves will smash the movemeat. 


Curb Rising 
Of Spaniards 


(Continued from Page 1) 

viet press limits its estimate to 
such terms as, that the “masses 
are prepared to defend their demo- 
cratic l berties”, “girding to fight 
for the improvement of the life of 
the workers,” ete. The Soviet press 
‘ig an accurate indicator of the line 
the Stalintern will take. Above all, 
no revolution in Spain! No inter- 
ference with the balance of power: 
Maintenance of the status quo! 
Socialism {n one country—and no 
other! 


For the second time in five years, 
history `s presenting to the Spanish 
proletariat an opportinunity to over- 
throw the capitalist-clerical regime. 
The possibilities of the revalut on of 
1981 were squandered by the So- 
cialist and Syndicalist leadership. 
This same bloc which together with 
Stal'nists has entered the 
“Peoples Front.” is again handing 
the power over to the bourgeois 
republicans and paving the way for 
speedy return of the reaction. 


Repudiation of the spurious and. 
demagogic program of the “Peoples 
Front.” | Workers’ Committees | of 
act on, democratically elected in the 
factories, tenements and villages. to 
repel every threat of reaction and 
to compel the liberation of the po- 
litical prisoners. Only such slogans, 
corresponding fo the needs of the 
honr, can effectively organize the 
power of the work ng class, and re- 
move the center of the struggle 
from the parliamentary theatre to 
the field and factory, 


Already the workers are spon- 
taneously moving in that direction. 
But they require the leadership off 
the revolufionary vanguard. ‘The 
fate of Spain hangs upon the for- 
mat on uvder fire of such a generat 
staff. 


